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* ECOWAS To Facilitate Travel 
34000234a Lagos BUSINESS TIMES in English 
23 Jan 89 p § 


[Article by Mulero Seidi]} 


[Text] The Economic Community of West African States 
[ECOWAS] travelling document is now ready for use, 
the organisation’s chief immigration officer, Monsieur 
Camera Ahinadou, has said. 


Speaking to the BUSINESS TIMES, Monsieur Ahmadou 
said that the passport will authorise any citizen of the 
community carrying it to enter any member-state any- 
time without any hindrance whatsoever. 


He said that the travelling document would have been 
ready earlier but for the secretariat’s decision to change 
its initial cover which he described as “not very attrac- 
tive esthetically.” 


The immigration officer however said that the secretar- 
iat will not authorise the member-states to start issuing 
the passport to their citizens until the conference of 
security chiefs and Internal Affairs ministers due to hold 
in Banjul sometime in March this year approves the new 
design. 


The use of document he said, had already been approved 
in 1986 but since the old design was changed, it became 
necessary to present the finished documents to them for 
final authority. 


If the new design is approved, he said, all member- 
countries will irmamediately be authorised to issue it to 
their citizens on some specified conditions. 


Some of these are that the passports will be identica. in 
all the states, with the same name, logo, grey colour and 


32 pages. 


The name of the issuing state must also appear on the 
front cover in the two official languages of the commu- 
nity, which are English and French. 
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Another condition is that the document should be made 
accessible to all citizens who may necd it without dis- 
crimination. In other words, it would be available in all 
federated states or provinces of each country as the case 
may be. 


In Nigeria, for example, a citizen who lives in Borno 
State and who wishes to go to the nearest village in 
nearby Cameroun or Chad will thus not need to travel all 
the way to Lagos first to get his ECOWAS passport. 


However, said Mr Camara, a citizen of a particular 
country cannot get the passport in any state other than 
the one whose citizen he is. 


The passport has a life-span of two years in the first 
instance and renewable once for a second span of two 
years. 


The immigration officer said that work is now going on 
on the second phase of the protocol on the free move- 
ment of persons, residence and establishment, which is 
the right of residence and of employment. 


According to him, there are lots of differing and even 
contradictory laws governing the residence and employ- 
ment of foreigners in the various states of the sub-region. 


The ECOWAS secretariat, he said, has compiled a list of 
all the laws and is now trying to harmonise them in a bid 
to get a uniform set of residence and employment laws in 
the sub-region. 


After the harmonization, the secretariat will propose the 
new set to the whole sub-region for debate, ratification, 
amendment or outright rejection. 


In case of rejection, the secretariat will restart the work 
but in the case of ratification (by at least two thirds of the 
members), the protocol’s phase will enter into force. 


Mr Ahmadou said that some of the problems confront- 
ing the organisation at present is the non-compliance of 
many members to the decisions or protocols signed and 
in case the government of a particular state abides by the 
law. 


The next problem is the abuse by the so-called law 
enforcement agencies or the people who remain ignorant 
of what to do. 
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Cameroon 


Emissaries Visit Southern Africa, Mali 
AB1803063589 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 17 Mar 89 


[Text] Mr Francis Nkwain, minister of mines, water, and 
energy, left Yaounde today, 17 March 1989, for Harare 
in Zimbabwe, Mbabane in Swaziland, Maseru in Leso- 
tho, Lilongwe in Malawi, and Gaborone in Botswana, 
with messages from the head of state to his fellow heads 
of state. Along the same lines, according to a dispatch 
from Bamako in Mali, the Malian president, General 
Moussa Traore, today received our minister of external 
relations, Jacques Roger Booh-Booh, who was bearer of 
a message from President Paul Biya to his Malian 
counterpart. The contents of the message were not dis- 
closed. Our foreign minister said the relations between 
Cameroon and Mali are excellent and called on African 
countries to increase their cooperation because Africa is 
beset with difficulties that are hindering her develop- 
ment while the North-South dialogue seems to have 
come to a dead end. 


World Food Makes Donation 
ABI703225589 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 17 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] The World Food Program, WFP, this morning 
offered 630 million CFA francs worth of non-food aid to 
Cameroon. The gift was handed over to Minister of 
Agriculture John Niba Ngu by the UN Development 
Program representative in Cameroon, Paulo Coppini. In 
his address, Minister John Niba Ngu said Cameroon has 
been benefitting from WFP’s support since 1968. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Sao Tome & Principe 


Prime Minister Leaves for Geneva Conference 
AB0403071889 Paris AFP in French 1403 GMT 
3 Mar 89 


[Text] Sao Tome, 3 Mar (AFP)—The prime minister of 
Sao Tome and Principe, Celestino Rocha da Costa, 
together with several government members, left Sao 
Tome today for Geneva where he will preside over the 
second roundtable conference on the development of his 
country. The conference is expected to take place on 7 
and 8 March. This meeting will be jointly presided over 
by the African Development Bank (ADB) and the 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) with 
the assistance of the World Bank and the IMF. The Sao 
Tome Government is expected to submit to its partners 
a report on its operations within the IMF’s economic 
rehabilitation program as well as one on the program of 
priority development projects for the country. 
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Thirteen countries and several international organiza- 
tions have already confirmed their participation. Sao 
Tome and Principe is also expected to ask for the 
rescheduling and, if possible, the cancellation of its 
external debt, hich amounts to $140 million. The annual 
servicing of this debt represents 60 percent of the gross 
national product. 


Zaire 


Togo Joint Commission Session Meets 
EA1503192589 Kinshasa Domestic Service in French 
0500 GMT 15 Mar 89 


{Summary from Poor Reception] The second session of 
the Zaire-Togo joint commission began yesterday at the 
Foreign Ministry headquarters. 


Trade Agreements Signed 
AB2003064989 Paris AFP in French 1819 GMT 
19 Mar 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, 19 Mar (AFP)—Zaire and Togo yester- 
day signed three cooperation agreements on trade, cul- 
ture, and information. This was disclosed today by 
official sources. The three agreements were signed by 
Zairian International Cooperation Miunisier Mobutu 
Nyiwa and Togolese Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
Minister Yaovi Adodo at the end of the second session of 
the Togo-Zaire Permanent Joint Cooperation Commis- 
sion held in Kinshasa from 14 to 17 March. At the end of 
his visit to Zaire, Mr Adodo was received yesterday by 
President Mobutu Sese Seko, to whom he delivered a 
personal message of friendship from General Gnas- 
singbe Eyadema. Mr Adodo also held discussions with 
Zairian Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo and Zairian 
Foreign Minister Nguz A Karl-I-Bond. 


In a joint communique, the two parties stressed the 
exceptional quality of the relations between their two 
countries and expressed satisfaction with their total 
agreement on all issues—boith African and interna- 
tional—especially on the totai liberation of Africa in line 
with the OAU Charter, and on the progress made in 
Chad-Libya relations as well as the Western Sahara issue. 


UNESCO Chief Meets Mobutu in Gbadolite 
EA0903221189 Bukavu Domestic Service in French 
1630 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Text] The UNESCO director general, Mr Federico 
Mayor, wiio has been in Kinshasa, since Tuesday [7 
March] is now in Gbadolite for talks with the MPR 
[People’s Movement of the Revolution] founder-presi- 
dent and president of the republic, Marshal Mobutu Sese 
Seko. During a dinner on Tuesday at the Intercontinen- 
tal Hotel, Mayor referred to cultural development (?as 
being important) in the development of all countries. He 
will hold a press conference at the People’s Palace before 
flying to Paris, where the UNESCO Headquarters is 
located. 


FBIS-AFR-89-0* 5s 
23 March 1989 


Heunis Reveals Investigation of Local System 
MB1703122189 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 17 Mar 89 


[Text] The minister of constitutional development and 
planning, Mr Chris Heunis, says the government is 
investigating methods to establish a healthy viable local 
authority system, because the Regional Services Coun- 
cils cannot satisfy the needs of all communities. 


He said at Vosloorus that the availability of financial 
sources provided the basis of a structure regardless of what 
standards were applied. The establishment of the Regional 
Services Councils had been a major initiative in meeting 
the need for funds. And more than 300 million rand had 
been allocated by them to local authorities. 


Mr Heunis said the Council for the Coordination of 
Local Government Affairs had indicated that the reallo- 
cation of sources of income for all loca! authorities 
should be investigated. Matters that required attention 
were the realignment of the areas of jurisdiction of all 
local authorities, so that they could form economically 
viable units, and a formula for the sharing of sources of 
income among local authorities. 


Unions’ Statement Comments on Budget 
MB1503202489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1622 GMT 15 Mar 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Mar 15 SAPA—While congratulat- 
ing the minister for keeping his proposed increase in 
government spending equal to the inflation rate, the 
budgeting for unexpected expenditure of R1-billion is 
questioned by the SA Federated Chamber of Industries 
and SEIFSA [Steel and Engineering Industries of South 
Africa]. 


In a joint statement today, they welcome the fact that 
MTC [expansion unknown] will not be reimposed, but 
added that they would have liked to have seen greater 
fiscal support for industrial development, particularly as 
regards the small industrialist. 


The proposed amendment to site should alleviate the 
administration burden of this tax, and while relieved 
that GST [ General Sales Tax] was only increased by one 
percent, both the FCI [Federated Chamber of Industries] 
and SEIFSA are disappointed that this increase could 
not have been offset to a greater extent by reductions in 
individual and corporate tax rates. 


The abolition of prescribed investments are welcomed, 
as this will create better allocation of the country’s scarce 
capital resources, the joint statement says. 
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Armed Service Reli Objections Lower 
MB1703 193389 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 17 Mar 89 


[Text] The number of religious objectors to national 
service has decreased sharply. 


In an explanatory memorandum on the manpower bud- 
get vote for the 1989/90 financial year, the Department 
of Manpower attributed a net decrease of more than 10.5 
million rand for auxiliary and associaied services to the 
fact the there had been an increase of only 12 percent in 
the number of religious objectors placed in emp/oyment 
last year, compared with annual increases of 20 percent 
between 1985 and 1987. 


February Inflation Rate Rises to 13.5 Percent 
MB2003 155689 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 20 Mar 89 


[Text] Figures released by Central Statistical Services in 
Pretoria reveal that the South African inflation rate in 
February increased by 0.2 of a percentage point to 13.5 
percent. The figure for January was 13.3 percent. 


Our economic staff reports that the food price index was 
11.8 percent tn February, the lowest annual rate since 
June 1985 when it was 9.7 percent. Our staff says there 
were relatively large monthly increases in the prices of 
alcoholic beverages, clothing, footwear, and transport 
caused by the higher price of petrol and the increases in 
the prices of new motor vehicles. 


SUNDAY STAR on ‘Climate’ for Ending 
MB2003113689 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 19 Mar 89 p 12 


[Editorial] 


[Text] Communications Minister Stoffel Botha told Par- 
liament this week he was looking forward to the day 
when the state of emergency could be lifted. In that 
respect he is on the side of virtually everyone. No doubt 
there are radicals whose purpose would be better served 
by a country squirming under tense conditions, with 
friction building up and wild images scaring away tour- 
ists. Apart from them, everyone with South Africa's 
interests at heart would like to get on with the business of 
building a country. 


So much for wishful thinking. There had to be the right 
climate, added the Minister, for ending the emergency 
and for peaceful reform. As long as the Conservative 
Party and its allies turn back the clock in their domain 
and the Government itself stumbles on the same spot, 
the climate for peaceful reform will be decidedly wintry; 
but there are less gloomy portents. 


Minister of Law and Order Adriaan Vlok has recently 
discovered that it is feasible to release a large nutnber of 
detainees without being struck by lightning. Of course, 
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this impulse to do the proper thing was prompted by 
hunger strikes—and it is regrettable that, as we write, 
several detainees are seriously ill—but the lesson of the 
exercise seems to be thai detentions have been carried 
out overzealously. 


The argument is given emphasis by Mr Viok’s latest list 
of detainees, released on Thursday, which showed that 
the number of detentions under emergency regulations is 
the lowest in three years. 


Mr Stoffel Botha’s portfolio being paradoxically commu- 
nication, the core of his objection to lifting the state of 
emergency was that there would be too much communi- 
cation. The public, he said, did not have an absolute 
right to information. He regarded the restrictions on the 
media as “an earnest attempt to restore peace and 
stability”. 


A CP member took the opporiunity to register disap- 
proval of the SABC’s lack of objectivity. Doubtless his 
definition of objectivity would contain a right-wing bias. 
Still, he was closer to the mark than the Minister: a diet 
of bland Government porridge is not conducive to a 
healthy state. In fact, it induces cynicism and scepti. 

The body politic thrives on stimulating debate in which 
the public can test all opinions against one another. 


Mr Botha could have his wish if he and his collegues 
really tried. 


* Locally Made Radio Computer Released 
34000277a Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
16 Feb 89 p 14 


[Text] Roneo Automation has released a locally made 
radio for its Telxon hand-held computer range, which, it 
is claimed, is one of the most advanced in the world and 
the only unit in South Africa with a multi-user capacity. 


The radio can handle up to 30 users on the same 
frequency simultaneously. 
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It is simple to operate, portable and transfers data into 
the mainframe in a second and allows continuous pro- 
cessing of information. 


The unit allows the operator to capture and communi- 
cate data without cords, cables, telephone or outside 
power sources and is always on-line with the host com- 
puter as opposed to the conventional handhelc computer 
which downloads into the computer through a modem or 
telephone line. 


It has a range of 5 km and its early acceptance by 
companies in the warehousing and manufacturing envi- 
ronment is expected to be a major market, where there 
are often long distances and where a continuous flow of 
information is necessary. 


The radio handheld computer is wideiy used in Europe 
for bar-coding, materials handling at airports, seaports, 
military establishments and car manufacturers. 


Its latest acceptance in the United States includes the 
car-hire industry, with the major players, Hertz and 
Avis, introducing Telxon in their battle for market share. 


The system speeds up service to customers who are given 
receipts while in their cars, without having to enter the 
rental-agency offices and wait for a contract to be pro- 
cessed. 


* ANC Opens Information Office in Amsterdam 
34000276c Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 
15 Feb 89 p 5 


[Text] Amsterdam—-The ANC opened an information 
office in central Amsterdam yesterday with financial 
help from the city. 


ANC representative Kumar Sanjay said its main func- 
tion was to help spread information about events in 
South Africa and increase public awareness about apart- 
heid—Sapa-Reuter. 


* Head of UN Mission in Angola Interviewed 
34420055 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 3 Feb 89 pp 33-34 


[Report on interview with UN Angola Verification Mis- 
sion head General Pericles Ferreira Gomes by Miguel 
Calado Lopes in Luanda; date not given] 


[Text] The various phases of the Cuban withdrawal from 
Angola are being overseen by the United Nations, and 
the Blue Helmets’ highest authority is a Brazilian general 
with a very special trait: He dislikes weapons, and the 
Bible is his “sword of truth.” Pericles Ferreira Gomes, in 
an interview with a DIARIO DE NOTICIAS reporter, 
talked of himself and his mission, at a point when every 
Angolan is anxiously awaiting better times, because the 
economy has deteriorated so far that it can sink no 
further. 


In the graces of the Lord his God, and of the Angolans 
and Cubans, Brazilian General Pericles Ferreira Gomes 
is a man ready to turn the other cheek should someone 
strike him. Not necessarily in the form of an outburst, 
but an insult or a misunderstanding. If he is shot, he will 
not be able to turn the other cheek. But since “God's 
finger is protecting me,” he will not even consider that 
possibility. 


“There is a teaching in the Bible that says that a 
thousand will fall to your left, and ten thousand to your 
right, but you will not be touched,” he says with respect 
to the dangers threatening his mission in Angola. 


“We never carry weapons,” added the chief of UNA- 
VEM, the UN Verification Mission in Angola, which is 
overseeing the withdrawal of Cuban troops and the 
planned rotation of personnel. 


“I don’t even have a weapon at home. On the table 
beside my bed I have the Bible, which is the sword of 
truth.” 


His confidence in divine protection is somewhat para- 
doxical, coming as it does from a career military man. 
But Gen Pericles has proof. 


It was as a devout and practicing evangelical Christian 
(Protestant) that he survived several wars in which he 
participated as a UN observer. During the Six-Day War 
in the Middle East, “the dust raised by the explosions of 
the artillery cross-firc” fell on him for days on end. 


Colleagues, he remembered, went crazy or took to drink, 
but he endured it all -vithout batting an eye or suffering 
any other psychological damage. 


And it is with that shield of faith and the teachings of 
Christ that he has passed the military hardships of this 
earthly life predestined for heaven. 
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He has never fired at anyone, he stated, and denies tha‘ 
he is a “hardnosed,” retrograde general, at a time when 
life is ever less attentive to spiritual things. 


It is in that sense. in his way of facing his environment, 
that he has always pardoned those who have offended 
him, particularly certain reporters, an accusation that, 
coming from his holy mouth, does not appear to be such. 


His confidence and interior peace, his conviction of the 
heavenly justice of b's rnission, and his practice of 
“loving your enemies as yourself,” make this interna- 
tionally prestigious soldier the right man in an uncertain 
place like this. 


He prays daily to God on high, but in Luanda he has not 
yet found an evangelical church to receive his prayers. 


“I know that there is one, but I have not yet been able to 
find out where it is,” he said. 


In the Nossa Senhora da Nazare Catholic Church, beside 
the beach and just steps away from UNAVEM Provi- 
sional Headquarters here in Luanda, Angolans were 
praying Tuesday morning when I passed by on my way to 
the interview. And it is perhaps in this simple building, 
preserved as a national monument, that Gen Pericles 
should come to pray one of these days. 


“I believe that they waver back and forth,” he said, with 
a thin smile, of those who open their hearts to the most 
beautiful sentiments but not to military intelligence. 


He began his military career against the wishes of his 
father, who could not comprehend his son wanting to 
enter a school “that teaches how to kill.” As an enlight- 
ened youth, however, and one who had been initiaied 
into the sacred mysteries, he argued that there was in fact 
no contradiction, since even Christ himself had blessed a 
Roman centurion, “a soldier.” 


His analytical abilities and his judgment are thus deeply 
rooted in religious teachings. It is perhaps for that very 
reason that his role as “the world’s eyes,” which he 
attributes to himself as a UN authority, fits him like a 
glove. 


He is the commander in chief of a team of 70 men from 
10 countries, representing every continent, culture, reii- 
gion, and political regime, from Eastern dictatorships to 
Western demecracies. 


Not that he is exactly God's representative on earth, but 
he is indeed the world’s representative in Luanda. 


If he represents the eycs of the world in this bloody land, 
he has the obligation ard the duty to see everything. But 
Gen Pericles Ferreira Gomes does not intend to do so. 
Within the body of the UN he watches, but it is New 
York that holds vigil. 
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“That's where the brain is,” he says, referring to the 
means at his disposal to accomplish with zeal and loyalty 
the mission that has been destined for him. 


He wanted to tell this newspaper that his work, although 
strictly defined and mandated, requires other informa- 
tion in order to verify the rigorous keeping of the 
agreement. 


In a general way, after having been previously fore- 
warned 7 days ahead of time that the Cubans are going to 
initiate a withdrawal movement in a northerly direction 
toward the | Sth parallel, the God-fearing general orders 
the following procedure: A team of 8 or 9 Blue Helmets 
travels to thy urea of the withdrawal and observes the 
departure; once the column is in march, the same inter- 
national tean: )zaves for the area intended as the desti- 
nation; there, it performs a recount and reconnaissance. 
and then communicates to the UNAVEM hierarchy that 
the movement has been duly completed. 


The UN troops, he clarified, do not accompany the 
transfer during the entire route, for reasons of security, 
since the presence of Blue Helmets could alert the 
“enemy.” 


What could happen is that, if there were bad faith, some 
forces could remain on the field who had, for operational 
reasons, “hidden” in the surrounding area. The charac- 
teristics of the terrain where UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] traditionally has 
operated easily permit this type of subterfuge, but Gen 
Pericles believes that that is not going to occur. 


“Should someone hear of this,” he states, “they would 
have every right to communicate to UNAVEM the 
existence of troops in sites where they are not supposed 
to be, according to the agreed-upon schedule.” 


It is clear that it would not be an Angolan in the forest 
that would go communicate to Luanda that in this or 
that site there are Cuban troops. It is here that “military 
intelligence” methods come into operation, particularly 
those of the South Africans, which are aimed at verifying 
the existence of any violation. Any departure from the 
established agreement would be communicated to UN 
headquarters in New York, which in turn would inform 
UNAVEM, which would then verify whether the com- 
plaint had reasonable grounds. Whenever there is a 
suspicion, Gen Pericles has the authority and the free- 
dom to order a surprise inspection and attempt to 
discover what he has termed “signs of the presence of 
troops.” 


“Only a few days ago it was officially communicated to 
us that the total number of Cuban soldiers in Angola was 
50,000 men,” said the UNAVEM commander. 
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He is not especially concerned with knowing whether the 
troops that leave are going temporarily or for good. What 
matters to him is that the count be accurate, that is, that 
it total 50,000 (give or take a few soldiers, according to 
diplomatic sources) within 27 months, beginning next 
April. 


Even while refusing to provide any other type of addi- 
tional military information, Ferreira Gomes went on to 
say that his observation teams will always be escorted 
during their inspections in the country’s interior. But 
above all, what is really important is what he classifies as 
“visualization of the power of combat.” That is, the 
capability of the forces present to calculate their chances 
of victory or defeat during a battle or skirmish. 


By agreement between the two sides, until | April only 
the Luanda port and airport will be used for the volun- 
tary withdrawal of Cuban troops. Afiter that date, every- 
thing leads us to believe that the ports of Namibe, south 

and Lobito will also be used, which will 
confirm, if that is i the case. that the Cubans are 
dispersed throughout entire country, although logi- 
cally enough they are concentrated in the south. 


By next | August, the troops will have to be transferred 
north of the | Sth parallel, and by | October north of the 
13th parallel, for a total of 25,000 men. By | April 1990, 
66 percent of the troops will have to have departed 
Angola, and by | October of that year, 76 percent. The 
withdrawal will have to be complete by | July 1991. 


The Consequences 


And then what will happen? The question has not been 
overtly put to Gen Pericles, because he is not in Luanda 
to perform political analyses. But this is a question on 
the minds of many people. 


In any conflict, it is the noncombatant civilian popula- 
tion that suffers most, and Angola is no exception. 


Apart from their military activities, the Cubans have 
provided social, educational, and medical assistance to 
populations in the interior. The Cubans will all be 
leaving, and neither Angola nor any other country will 
then be capable of filling the gap that will be felt in those 
areas. 


Even if “Portugal's hour” is close at hand, as an East 
European diplomat recently stated, few if any Portu- 
guese businessmen have ventured to go to the Lands at 
the End of the World or to any cthers in the same spirit 
that in the times of the “other mistress” led them to 
explore the forests for their mysteries and profits. 


At a time when, in the opinion of Portuguese business- 
men interested in investing in this country, Angola 
resembles “a virgin of the Far West,” Portugal, despite 
all its good intentions, is far from being able to compete. 
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France, Brazil, and Spain took the lead long ago, and 
Portugal is far behind in its ability to invest in the 
“recovery” of a country that it left empty of everything. 


Whoever it is that grabs the opportunities evolving in 
Angola, 11 is certain that now things are finally beginning 
to change. 


Diplomats say that President Jose Eduard dos Santos is 
“taking a courageous stand” by assuming the reins of a 
more pragmatic policy, the most eloquent example being 
his rapprochement to the United States and his desire to 
quickly establish diplomatic relations. 


It is as if Angola were now experiencing 2 second state of 
grace. Everyone is anxiously awaiting better times 
because, as one can sense daily, the economy has fallen 
to & point beyond which it can go no further, and the 
only choice ts to start all over again. 


It is mot yet the time to review all the complexities 
inherent in this second beginning, but Mozambique’s 
example can here be fruitful, particularly with respect to 
the devaluation of the local currency, the kwanza. 


Economic experts believe the kwanza should be deval- 
ued on the order of 1,600 percent. However, a shock 
treatment such as this is difficult to imagine and could 
only be carried out in smaller doses, during a treatment 
period, provided that the necessary political conditions 
are created. 


In the current situation, this type of immediate treat- 
ment seems impossible, even more so since the SEF 
(Economic and Financial Reorganization) so highly pub- 
licized on street billboards, is only beginning its second 
year of life. And the structural changes implicit in it will 
never occur in the short term. 


However, once the Cuban withdrawal is complete and 
internal pacification is achieved by whatever means, 
Angola, in a certain sense, will have no more excuses. It 
could then finally achieve the prosperity that has been 
denied it by external factors, certainly, but also by 
internal difficulties of all types. 


The majority of them are related to recent history and 
the hasty departure of the Portuguese before and after 
independence. But on choosing new leaders, particularly 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Pedro Van-Dunen “Loy” 
more on the basis of his technical and professional 
qualifications than on his ideological past and experi- 
ence as a freedom fighter, Jose Eduard dos Santcs 
clearly wanted to say that the problems now have to be 
resolved, whatever the cost. 


How long will this second state of grace last? No one 
dares to fix dates, but the general conviction in Angola is 
thai everything takes its own time. 
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Being as it is, this expectation, this hope, that comes 
from the bottom of Angolans’ hearts, can also be mea- 
sured in years. What is not known is if the countdown 
has already started or if the clock will only start in 1991, 
when there will be no more Cubans and the Angolans 
will remain, so to speak, to fend for themselves. 


* National Reconstruction Faces Challenges 
34420062 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese i7 Feb 89 p 29 


[Article by Miguel Calado Lopes} 


[Text] Angola is taking the first steps toward a structural 
change imposed not only by the failure of the system but 
also by the gradual withdrawal of the Cuban troops. A 
collossal effort is required for the job of reconstruction 
and national reconciliation, but the civil war might have 
a profound effect on any change which may occur, all the 
more so since no political solution is presently discern- 
ible. However, there is a general conviction that there are 
better days ahead. 


Perhaps it will never be known whether the thousand and 
one stories circulating in Luanda are a result of the ineffi- 
ciency of the regime or a consequence of the civil war which 
has been plaguing Angola almost since independence. 


They are stories which, as a whole, reflect the people's 
lively imagination in resolving the most pressing prob- 
lems encountered in their daily life, principally, how to 
obtain food and clothing. 


The regime defines itself as Marxist-Leninist socialism, 
but the Luanda stories classify it as “schematic social- 
ism” imasmuch as everyone invents “schemes” with 
which to obtain products or services in short supply. 


To what extent this situation would exist in the absence 
of war is the big question and the big doubt. 


If the approximately 40 percent of the state budget 
allocated to defense were reduced and if Luanda had not 
taken on about a million new residents as a direct or 
indizect result of the war, would the standard of living be 
better? Undoubtedly, but not as much as would be 
desired. 


The war effort justifies everything and excuses every- 
thing. The burden of the colonial past and the exodus of 
almost all Portuguese cadres of medium and superior 
skill also play a part in explaining the present state of 
affairs. However, 13 years after independence, can it be 
that we can still give the benefit of the doubt? 


The uncertainty of the answer can be partly explained by 
the dilemma being faced by the Angolan authorities. The 
war against the South African invasions and the attacks 
by UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola] mobilized the energy available for the defense 


ale ities i 
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of the sacred soil and territorial ini:grity. Bus this effort 
led to an ideological radicalization accordins; to which 
any individual effort would be collectively compensated 
with future peace and prosperity. 


With the passing of the years peace did not come nor was 
prosperity a reality. 


The change in the climate of international relations 
which occurred when Mikhail Gorbachev came into 
power placed Angola at the top of the list of priorities of 
regional conflicts which would have to be resolved. With 
the increase in external pressure and the appearance—at 
the level of the MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] and government—of different 
currents of opinion, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
adopted a “courageous attitude,” according to certain 
diplomatic circles, in assuming responsibility for the 
economic change, in the first place, and for a greater 
diplomatic pragmatism, in the second. 


His policy of Economic and Financial Reorganization 
(SEF) was the first indication of the new administrative 
objectives. With little more than | year of existence, the 
SEF has allegedly gone beyond the phase of good inten- 
tions but has not yet shown 2ay concrete results, this is 
normal inasmuch as structural changes always need an 
abunda.ice of time for their results to be felt. 


In any cse, critics assert that the SEF is no more than “a 
handful of laws” which will not solve the basic question, 
that is, the artificiality of the economic relations and the 
deficient performance of production. It might resolve 
the question of market prices, giving a more prominent 
role to the private sector and to the correction of 
distortions created by bureaucratic controls. 


Centralized Planning 


To what extent the SEF program might be able to resolve 
the extreme lack of goods and services at officia\ prices is 
another question which must be answered. 


Central planning has not worked and does not work. 
Parallel markets have therefore emerged where prices are 
fixed by the simple mechanism of supply and demand, in 
marked contrast to the official policy of prices based on 
strict and unchangeable government controls. 


All of this has given rise to the ironic “schematic 
socialism” which feeds the Luanda tales and the mouths 
of its inhabitants. 


A pair of shoes costs 1,000 kwanzas at the offici:! price. 
But at the parallel market of Tourada, next to Bull 
Square, the prices vary between 60,000 aad 75,000 
kwanzas or about 8 to 10 times more than an Angolan's 
average monthly wage. 
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The average monthly wage of nonprofessional personnel 
varies between 6,000 and 10,000 kwanzas. An individual 
with medium skill can receive 20,000 kwanzas and a 
skilled individual 30,00 kwanzas per month. 


At about kilometer 28 of the Kwanza border road, a 
beautiful and tasty papaya was sold by fruit vendors at a 
price of 2,000 kwanzas, that is, at one-third or one-fourth 
of the average monthly wage of an unskilled worker. 


During the previous week, this appetizing tropical fruit 
would have cost 1,000 kwanzas; but it is not sure 
whether there is one price for Angolans and another for 


the foreigner. 


in the absence «  <-en .oinunally efficient public trans- 
portation, there . requent use of the “S00 procedure” 
through which, « ‘-» 9. $00 kwanzas for shorter or 
more frequently traveied distances, a resident can ride in 
a collective taxi, illegal but tolerated. 


Inasmuch as most of the capital’s workers reside in the 
“shantytowns” (slum areas) of the capital's outskirts, it is 
easy to see that the average monthly wage does not even 
suffice to pay for transportation for 15 working days. 


Since the compensation is inadequate, everybody resorts 
to a type of “scheme,” direct exchange of goods and 
services. Moreover, many prefer not to work and devote 
themselves to “black market” activities which are more 
profitable, especially at the port of Luanda and ai the 
exit of duty-free stores where nothing is in short supply 
and everything is purchased with foreign currency. 


Vicious Circle 


It is difficult to escape from this vicicus circle. What 
future awaits these bands of puny children who jump up 
and down at the edge of the road in order not to burn 
their unshod feet in the partly melted asphalt while 
waiting to cross over to the bay to gather fishing worms? 
What life is reserved for these urchins who take their 
place at the doors of duty-free shops begging for anything 
te sel at the parallel markets? What will they be like 
when the ume comes for them to assume the responsi- 
bilities of their generation? 


What will become of these urchins with the bright eyes 
and nimble feet who are beginning early to experience 
the difficulties of daily living in their flesh and beliiss, 
learning all the tricks of survival in the streets and ail the 
Marxist-Leninist dogmas at school? 


It will not be a brilliant future, for the reforms now 
promised and underway will take long enough to see 
them grow up with the vices justified by poverty and 
misery. 
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However, if the international community is optimistic 
with regard to Angoia’s future, how can the Luanda 
leaders do le:. than share this spirit of a second begin- 
ning, a new hope? 


The reconstruction effort is collossal at all levels. It 
requires astronomical allocations to bring the country 
out of the abyss into which it has fallen as a result of the 
war, the maelstrom of freedom and the disorientation of 
the leaders. 


The seas which have been navigated and the torments 
which have been overcome are making it possible to 
discover calmer and safer courses in the quest for ports 
of shelter different from those indicated by circumstan- 
tial travel companions. 


Against winds and tides of solidarity, the Cubans are 
leaving. The Soviets, through Gorbachev, are returning 
to their frontiers with a deficit experience of costs and 
political benefits. Despite recent violations of the accord 
signed in New York, the South Africans are leaving 
Namibia, enabling this future country to establish—of 
necessity—a policy of good neighborliness with Angola. 


To a certain degree and despite other interdependencies, 
Angola could now have an opportunity to give its own 
name to its independence. It needs to achieve peace and 
internal reconciliation and re-evaluate its friendships 
and those who are its enemies. The Western countries 
will not have neocolonialist appetites but just common 
interests. 


Attempted rapprochement with the United States with- 
out meanwhile rejecting the “protection” of the Soviet 
Union, even though in a different form, will always be 
adversely affected by the promise of George Bush to 
continue to aid UNITA until there is reconciliation and 
representation of the factions kept on the sidelines until 
now. 


First Step 


But President Jose Eduardo dos Santos asserted that he 
would never share the power with UNITA, although he 
declared his willingness to pardon the treason of Jonas 
Savimbi and his followers. 


With the certainty that Angola’s future will not be 
resolved by force of arms and considering the public 
declarations made by both MPLA and UNITA, a com- 
promise between the parties in conflict appears difficult 
to foresee in the present circumstances. 


How can Angola then begin anew? The measures intro- 
duced with the SEF program “‘aim especially to create 
confidence.” The political changes at the highest level 
and the separation of party and governmental responsi- 
bilities are aimed at estab/.shing a new more pragmatic 
picture. But will that be sufficient to effect the change 
about which everyone is speaking? 
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According to international diplomats and experts, it is a 
first step in the right direction. But in the trek toward 
progress and development, one day’s march is effective 
only if it is followed by another which will enable it to 
cross the Rubicon. 


In its presex.i weakened state, Angola is somewhat hesi- 
tant with regard to the steps to be taken to determine its 
future. It has already decided not to turn back but has 
not yet decided to go forward. 


All indications and all circumstances imply that it will be 
thus, that there is no other path to take. 


The ‘Portuguese Hour’ 


“The Portuguese Hour,” referred to in Luanda, is one of 
those indications. Considering our national limitations, 
it is not the most important, but it clearly indicates that, 
despite everything we saw on television during the 4 
February commemoration, the former colonial power 
has ceased to be considered the cause of all our past and 
present misery. 


The appointment of Rui Mingas as ambassador of the 
People’s Republic of Angola in Portugal is a more 
tangible example of the new kind of relationship which 
now exists between our two countries. 


The position taken by Lisbon relative to UNITA is 
facilitating the present understanding. And thus, Portu- 
gal is approaching the point where—within its limited 
capability—it will be able to compete on an equal footing 
with the other Western countries in the international 
assistance effort and participate in the development 
plans proposed by Luanda. 


Portuguese technicians in economy and finance are now 
serving as advisers in positions formerly occupied by 
experts of the Eastern bloc. 


Official and private cooperatives, business people and 
former employees of large domestic companies, princi- 
pally in civil construction and transportation, are return- 
ing to a country which many of them consider their 
second or primary fatherland, having been born or lived 
there. 


It is a return desired by all. But it is also a return whose 
only advantage is that of a common history and culture 
when compared to the conditions offered to other West- 
ern technicians and specialists. 


But above all, if the “Portuguese hour” has no other 
advantage, it is at least a uniting of two peoples separated 
by the vicissitudes of recent history. 
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* Commentary Doubts Success of Amnesty Law 
34420060 Lisbon O INDEPENDENTE in Portuguese 
3 Feb 89 p 21 


{Article by Ana Maria Faria and Antonio Pacheco: 
“Fourteen Years of Civil War’’] 


[Text] Ceremonies commemorating the start of the 
armed struggle are used by the Luanda Government as a 
pretext for yet another “‘amnesty law” aimed at the men 
of UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola]. Like the other laws, this law will not be very 
successful. 


Angola officially commemorates “4 February” 28 years 
after the start of the armed struggle. The Angolan gov- 
ernment decided on this occasion to launch an “amnesty 
law” with which it seeks to “pardon” the Angolans who 
dared show disrespect to the established systems and 
structures. There are thousands of political prisoners of 
UNITA and of FLEC [Front for the Liberation of the 
Cabinda Enclave] and there are others who have been 
charged with the crime of expressing their opinion, plus 
about 500,000 Angolans who, as a result of the war and 
the violation of the most elementary human rights, were 
forced to seek refuge in some neighboring countries— 
such as Zambia and Namibia—and even Portugal. This 
law would also be applicable to military personnel and 
officials of UNITA who are ready to lay down their arms 
and surrender to the authorities. The MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola] has been pro- 
moting the return of those soldiers through radio and 
television propaganda programs. 


In Lisbon, the publication of this law was accompanied 
by a drive involving initiatives of a public nature, such as 
festivities and meetings, sponsored by the diplomatic 
representatives of the Angolan Government. The gov- 
ernment promised all Angolans, especially the large 
number of young people of military age living here, that 
they would be received within the bosom of the “great 
Angolan family.” But it is noted that there was one 
condition: strict compliance with the laws. 


This clemency law thus seems to be aimed especially at 
two groups of Angolans: those who will regain freedom 
only if they discard their antigovernment military objec- 
tives, and the exiles who now have a chance to return to 
the country. 


What Kind of National Reconstruction? 


One may well ask right now what the probabilities are of 
ending the war with UNITA since the MPLA has 
rejected the way of dialogue and only proposes the return 
of individuals, in other words, the “dissidents” of 
UNITA should leave that organization and surrender, 
thus laying their arr>s lown. 
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The positions held by the militarist sectors of the MPLA 
are well known in terms of continuing the war until the 
military defeat of Savimbi’s organization. These sectors 
argue that UNITA will not manage to survive the pow- 
erful attack launched by the government army which is 
now strong and well-equipped, deprived as UNITA is of 
logistic support and protection from South Africa. In any 
case, it seems unlikely that the resolution of this conflict 
should depend only on the “good will’’ of some UNITA 
“dissidents.” 


The Meaning of Reconstruction 


There is another important factor that hinders the action 
of the MPLA: the absence of internal cohesion within the 
leading class which turns out to be ever more divided 
into ““makas” (conflicts) of a regional, ethnic, or family 
origin. This, by the way, is one of the strong components 
of the sociological fabric that shaped and decisively 
marked the course of the MPLA. We can see that the 
MPLA leadership is concentrating on the game of play- 
ing at reconstruction which in reality only implies minor 
changes in the system’s continuity. 


The ministerial reshuffling in January, for example, was 
intended to resolve specific and immediate conflicts: the 
case of the removal of Interior Minister Rodrigues Kito, 
who was accused of having started the formation of a 
secret group of special troops; the appointment of Castro 
Vandunem Loy to the position of minister of foreign 
relations, accused by the so-called ““Catetes [Wild Pigs] 
Group” of corruption and of receiving bribes in connec- 
tion with the Kapanda Dam project. However, the nature 
of the president’s remarks in connection with Loy’s 
appointment—in terms of achieving a certain level of 
efficiency in the central government machinery—appears 
to be an indication that there is a sector in the MPLA 
which at least places the need for political confidence at 
the same level as the need for keeping up with the technical 
capacity that ensures the implementation of important 
functions within the government machinery. 


Ways of the Future 


From the sociological viewpoint, there are those who 
think that there are even affinities of a social-cultural 
character between some groups in the MPLA and the 
UNITA. Common concepts of African culture, respect 
for traditions and ancestral values, as well as prejudices 
of an ethnic and religious origin seem to be behind these 
expressions. Both sides use the ethnic, regional, family, 
and religious component in order more easily to fight 
their rival. In this context, we might also mention some 
discriminatory patterns of behavior displayed by the 
elite originating from the urban region of Luanda and 
Benguela against the “Bailundos” from the South, the 
“Kicongos” from the North, the “Zairenses,”’ etc. It is 
known that UNITA makes use of the ancestral practices 
of the tribes in its region with respect to fetishism. 
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Advocating the idea that traditional African social-cul- 
tural values must be maintained and complied with 
integrally—as Savimbi does in his book—means not 
making any distinction between backward traditional 
values and progressive and modern traditional values. 
The defense of any of these sets of values is all the more 
important since it does or does not represent the deter- 
mination to modify structures and standards that today 
seek to promote the overall development of Angolan 
society. 


Madagascar 


* Structural Adjustment Analyzed 
34000262b London AFRICA ANALYSIS in English 
20 Jan 89 p § 


[Text] Antananarivo. Eight years after Madagascar 
began to ‘structurally adjust’ its economy there are scant 
signs of improvement. Few exports have increased, and 
there is little new foreign investment. 


At the same time, the social impact of the IMF-spon- 
sored austerity has probably been worse than in any 
other country. Infant mortality has doubled, and malaria 
killed an estimated | 50,000 people in the highlands. This 
epidemic, the worst since an outbreak in Ethiopia in the 
1950s, was directly due to lack of medicines. Imports 
have been cut so drastically that Madagascar now buys 
just 20 percent of the drugs that it bought ten years ago. 


The picture is of an economy burdened with debt and 
unable to increase exports because what it produces is 
either mediocre in quality and generally unwanted (Mal- 
agasy robusta coffee) or highly specialized and compet- 
ing in limited or saturated markets (vanilla and cloves). 


Successive devaluations—75 percent in 1982-5, 20 per- 
cent in 1986 and 55 percent in 1987—have failed to 
make malagasy products more attractive, while at the 
same time raising the cost of living by a factor of five. 


Production of madagascar’s most strategic crop—rice— 
has only increased slightly. The paddy rice crop has gone 
up from 2,177,680 tonnes in 1985 to 2,230,205 in 1986 
to 2,296,132 in 1987. It needs to increase by 4.1 percent 
a year if it is to keep up with the 3 percent population 
growth and to allow for more consumption per head. 
Traditionally, most Malagasy eat rice three times a day, 
but many have now resorted to manioc and potatoes. 


Rice imports have ben reduced from between 200,000 
and 300,000 tonnes a year in the early 1980s, to 162,178 
in 1986, 93,800 in 1987 and only 60,000 by early last 
month. The World Bank believes this proves that the 
country has almost reached its goal of rice self-suffi- 
ciency [by] 1990. But it is more likely that many people 
are eating less. Acccrding to health workers, malnutri- 
tion has increased dramatically since the austerity plan 
began. Rice yields are only about 1800kg a hectare of 
paddy, and much less for upland rice. 
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The economy is growing at between |.4 percent and 2.4 
percent a year. In the last 17 years, the estimated average 
standard of living has fallen by 58 percent. The foreign 
debt is $3.14bn, $2bn of which is bilateral debt. Servic- 
ing the debt over the coming year will require $271.4m, 
or about 64.6 percent of the countrys’ export earnings. 


With unemployment a major problem, the World Bank 
holds out great hope that Madagascar will enjoy the 
‘Indian Ocean’ phenomenon—a Mauritius-like manu- 
facturing-for-export boom. It points to the low minimum 
wage in Madagascar ($20 a month) and the fact that a 
textile factory is due to open in Antananarivo soon. But 
the Mauritian boom created only 80,000 jobs. At present 
levels, Madagascar needs 200,000 a year. The country’s 
foreign investment code, already amended once, also 
needs to be considerably more friendly. 


The picture is also gloomy on the primary produce front. 
Cotton production has fallen by 45 percent since 1985, 
soya bean production by over 50 percent. There has been 
no increase in groundnut production, and only a 1.9 
percent increase in coffee. Clove exports are down 73.1 
percent from 1985, sisal exports 30.7 percent, chrome 
exports 33 percent and graphite exports 25.3 percent. 


The sole success story is the export of seafood, particu- 
larly lobsters and sea cucumbers. The export of fish, 
crabs and lobsters has gone up by 18.8 percent since 
1985. Export of sea cucumbers has gone up from 10 
tonnes in 1984 to 60.6 tonnes in 1987. But this business 
does not involve large numbers of people. 


There is, however, a glimmer of hope in tourism. The 
Savanna Pullman consortium is planning to invest over 
FFribn in eight new hotels, adding 1,000 rooms to the 
country’s existing 1,100. At present about 28,000 tour- 
ists come to Madagascar every year, but the country has 
set aside the assets to meet its target of attracting 
100,000 by 1990. 


All the evidence suggests that the structural adjustment 
programme was pushed too hard and too fast in an 
inelastic economy. But the head of the World Bank in 
Madagascar, Jose Bronfman, denies this, pointing out 
that the government was able to get it through without ‘a 


major upheaval’. 


No one, however, would be surprised if riots broke out, 
and violence is expected to be a part of this year’s three 
sets of elections (legislative, ‘decentralized community’ 
and presidential). There is already a high level of city 
crime and killing, as well as looting and banditry in the 
rural areas. 


Mauritius 


* Increase in 1988 Inflation Rate Analyzed 
34190113b Port Louis L’'EXPRESS in French 
28 Jan 89 pp 1, 4 


[Text] After 2 years of stability, with prices rising by only 
1.8 percent in 1986 and 0.6 percent in 1987, prices 
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increased sharply in 1988. The Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) in fact climbed from 100.1 in 1987 to 109.3 in 
1988, for a 9.2 percent hike. 


This upward trend began in April 1988 and accelerated 
in the following months, peaking in June and July. The 
trend came to a halt in November and December, when 
prices even declined by 0.1 pcint (see yesterday’s L’EX- 
PRESS) and 1.3 points, respectively. 


The main causes for this rise in 1988 prices are: 


1. An increase in the prices of basic commodities such as 
rice, flour, and bread in April, and edible oil in July, 
which resulted from an increase in world market prices 
and the increased exchange rate of the U.S. dollar. 


2. An increase in taxes on alcoholic drinks and tobacco, 
which took effect in June. 


3. An increase in water rates (May) and in bus fares 
(August). 


4. The unfavorable weather conditions which brought on 
a rise in the price of vegetables, fruits, and fish for the 
first 10 months of 1988. 


The prices which rose the most sharply in 1988 were 
alcoholic drinks and tobacco. The price of these goods 
went up by 20 percent between 1987 and 1988. They are 
followed by various products and services, including 
alcoholic drinks served in bars and restaurants. 


The price of food and nonalcoholic drinks—the largest 
item in a household’s budget—also increased by 12 
percent between 1987 and 1988, moving from 101.5 to 
113.4 points. During this same period of time, the cost of 
medical care rose by 12 percent, and transportation and 
communication costs by 8 percent. 


The prices of rice and flour increased by 40 percent in 
April 1988, with the former causing a | point rise in the 
CPI, and the latter an increase of 0.3 point. The increase 
in the price of flour led to an increase in the prices of 
bread and pastries, equivalent to a 0.7 point rise in the 
CPI. The 35 percent increase in the price of edible oil, for 
its part, brought on a 0.6 point rise in the CPI, while the 
30 percent increase in the price of alcoholic drinks and 
the 50 percent increase in tobacco prices led to 1.7 and 
1.5 point rises in the CPI, respectively. 


The impact on the CPI of the 25 percent hike in water 
rates and 30 percent rise in bus fares was 0.4 and 1.4 


points, respectively. 


Vegetables, whose prices had to be raised sharply from July 
to October, contributed to a 1.1 point rise in the CPI. 


The Bureau of Statistics also confirms that the inflation 
rate for the 1988-89 fiscal year will be 15 percent, 
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compared to 0.7 and 1.5 percent in 1986-87 and 1987- 
88, respectively. The inflation rate for the 1988 calendar 
year was 9.2 percent, as compared to 1.8 percent in 1986 
and 0.6 percent in 1987. 


The rupee’s purchasing power was reduced by 9 percent 
between 1987 and 1988, so that in 1988 the rupee was 
worth only 12.6 cents in 1962 value and 58.1 cents in 
comparison with 1980. In other words, 100 rupees at 
their 1962 value were worth nearly 8 times as much by 
the end of 1988, or precisely 799.10 rupees. 


Major Price Increases in 1988 
Cigarettes 50.9 
Rice 40.0 
Flour 40.0 
Oil 37.2 
Powdered milk 32.3 
Alcoholic drinks 29.6 
Bus fares 28.4 
Frozen lamb 28.1 
Fresh fish 26.2 
Cookies, snacks 23.2 
Water 22.8 
Bread 20.3 
Fruit 17.4 
Vegetables 14.3 
Pastries 14.2 
Textiles 12.7 


* 1988-90 Development Plan Discussed 
34190114 Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
28 Jan 89 pp |, 4 


[Passages in slantlines published in English] 


[Text] The 1988-90 National Development Plan is 
finally ready in the form of two volumes covering a 
multitude of projects costing nearly 15 billion rupees, or 
more precisely 14.63 billion rupees. Included in this 
figure, which marks a record compared to the country’s 
other four development plans since independence, are 
funds to complete some projects already initiated 
between 1985-87, and to implement others that will 
continue beyond 1990. As we already disclosed in our 
exclusive publication of the contents of the first volume 
(since revised), the 1988-90 Plan is based on a scenario 
selected from three that were drawn up by the top 
experts at the Planning Ministry, working under the 
leadership of Rundheersing Bheenick along with Guy 
Wong So and Dawood Zmanay, among other officials. 
The first and third scenarios are extremes in optimism 
and pessimism, while the second one, eventually selected 
as being the most realistic, contains “/the most reason- 
able assumptions regarding economic performance/.” 
According to this scenario, the country’s growth rate, 
which was exceptionally high from 1984-87 at an average 
of 7 percent, is expected to slow down and settle around 
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For the first time, a development plan of the Mauritian Government stresses Mauritius’ sovereignty over Tromelin 


and the 


Chagos archipelago, currently under foreign occupation. This map, appearing in the initial pages of the first 


volume of this important document, even indicates the distances between Mauritius and its “‘/outer islands/”, 560 km 
between Mauritius and Tomelin and 1,931 km from Mauritius to the Chagos archipelago. 


5.3 percent in 1988, 6.9 percent in 1989, and 5.8 percent 
in 1990. This plan endeavors to follow the proper course 
between exaggerated optimism and pessimism, accord- 
ing to its authors. 


In covers bearing the national colors, the two volumes of 
the plan begin with a foreword from the prime minister 
and a preface by Dr Beergoonauth Ghurburrun, the min- 
ister of planning and economic development. Sir Anerood 
Jugnauth provides the keynote: “/Our duty now as respon- 
sible citizens of this country is to eradicate poverty/.” He 
believes that history has finally taught us to be “cautious in 
our approach to economic management.” He adds that the 
country has experienced alternating cycles of growth and 
virtual economic bankruptcy, but that today’s economic 
diversification now enables the country “to absorb the 
external shocks without falling apart” and that “/the stage 
is now set for Mauritius to join the ranks of the newly 
industrialized countries/.” 


Sir Jugnauth also stresses the fact that our society is 
neither static nor rigid, but flexible. According to him, 
the new plan gives great importance to social aspects, 
since economic growth is not | in itself and serves 


no purpose unless poverty is combatted: “/We live in a 
compassionate society where the notion of equity is 
deeply ingrained,/” he writes. Finally, he makes an 
appeal for economic and social stability and asks the 
people to “/rise to the occasion and face the challenge of 
our times, and of times to come./” And he concludes by 
saying: “/I commend this Plan to the nation./” 


For his part, Minister Ghurburrun points out that: 
“/This Plan is of Mauritian inspiration, conceived and 
prepared by Mauritians for Mauritians,/” after noting 
that the plan “/embodies a national consensus on the 
development strategy to be pursued./” 


Mozambique 


* Cabo Famine Reaches Critical Stage 
34420052a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
30 Jan 89 p 3 


[Article by Daniel Cuambe] 
[Text] To help over 140,000 people displaced by the war 


and afflicted by natural disasters, Cabo Delgado Prov- 
ince needs to receive assistance as fast as possible in the 
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form of food, logistics, and transportation. The problem 
has been aggravated by the devastation of vast agricul- 
tural areas as a result of the intense heat, which has not 
been alleviated by the usual rains in this part of the 
country, according to reports from official sources. 


Despite large-scale efforts by government structures, 
including those in charge of the Emergency Program, the 
fact remains that the tragedy is spreading, primarily 
afflicting the coastal districts. 


“The lack of rain has especially affected production of 
grains and legumes,” the sources said. 


The situation, as it is described, “is heightening the food 
Crisis in some regions, and especially in the districts of 
Mecufi, Meluco, Quissanga, Macomia, Pemba-Metuge, 
Chiure, Ancuabe, and the Administrative Post of Nai- 
roto in Montepuez district. 


Some deaths have already been attributed to the famine, 
specifically in Meluco district. 


Informed of this situation, the Provincial Emergency 
Commission has paid particular attention to the fact that 
the effects of the drought are implicitly linked with the 
food crisis afflicting people displaced by the war. 


In this context, the authorities have encouraged people 
to plant drought-resistant crops such as manioc. 


However, as the sources said, various activities and 
projects were not carried out during 1988 because of a 
shortage of financial and material resources. 


For instance, in Meluco district again, a water shortage 
became sc acute that it led to unforeseeable conse- 
quences when the !ocal people were forced to walk 
dozens of kilometers to obiain that precious liquid, 
sometimes passing through areas under attack by the 
armed bandits. 


In view of the food and water shortages, many groups of 
people have therefore had to resort to wild fruits and 
tubers, with the obvious nefarious effects on their health. 


Examples of this type of problem can be found in many 
parts of Cabo Delgado Province. 


A Start 


Emergency structures in Cabo Delgado have begun by 
identifying logistical and transportation problems as 
underlying the current crisis. 


In early January 1989, armed bandits attacked the head- 
quarters of Nangade district and expanded their criminal 
activities by looting the administrative posts of Pungan- 
har and Qulonga in Palma district. 
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Efforts are now being directed towards organizing and 
resettling the dislocated and afflicted people, potential 
victims of the famine, in communal villages close to their 
original homes, for which they need not only the govern- 
ment’s support, but also the support of peasants living in 
these areas in more or less normal conditions. 


This support, according to our source, includes construc- 
tion of housing and production of tools needed to work 
their collective farms. 


“The Provincial Department for Preventing and Com- 
batting Natural Disasters [DPPCN] urgently needs logis- 
tical supplies, especially vehicles, to get the supplies 
donated to the people,” it was pointed out. 


Another basic problem is a shortage of facilities to be 
used as warehouses for their products; the ones currently 
used for this purpose are privately owned and thus there 
are heavy financial charges involved, which the DPPCN 
is not in a position to pay. 


It is important to note that Cabo Delgado Province has 
over 32,000 refugees and nearly 112,000 people requir- 
ing assistance, who make up approximately | 3 percent of 
the total population of the province. 


“This represents a 24 percent increase in the number of 
displaced and afflicted people identified up to October 
1988,” the emergency agencies indicated. 


It is evident that the number of these victims has 
increased, the situation remains of great concern, and 
official indicators show that in Meluco district there are 
now 18,366 persons whose lives are in danger as a result 
of the war and the famine. 


* 2,000 on Inhaca Island 
34420052b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
30 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] Nearly 2,000 people displaced by the war are 
being housed at the Refugee Center on Inhaca Island in 
the country’s capital and require emergency aid in food 
and clothing, NOTICIAS learned from the Mozambican 
Red Cross [CVM] information department. 


This information was recently reported from the island 
by the persons in charge of welfare for that humanitarian 
Organization, who went there for this purpose. 


The refugees in question, from various parts of Maputo 
Province and other regions of the country, are for the 
most part women, old people, and children requiring 
medical attention as well. 


These refugees, whose numbers are rising sharply, prac- 
tice subsistence farming which frequently does not pro- 
duce the desired results, primarily because of the spread 
of a species of “black crow” that is destroying the crops 
in this region. 
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“After surveying the current status of the displaced 
persons on the island, the CVM determined that the 
necessary aid must be channeled there in the immediate 
future,” our source said. 


The CVM is therefore expected to send to the center an 
as yet unspecified amount of food and various clothing, 
in addition to sanitation products, the source added. 


Our source also reported that the CVM was going to be 
sending a team to the island to give some talks to the 
people on precautions they need to take with regard to 
health and sanitation. The same team will provide guide- 
lines on how to improve farm production to the refugees 
capable of working. 


* New Cargo Handling Equipment for Maputo Port 
34420052c Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
10 Jan 89 p 1 


[Text] Maputo Port is going to be able to reduce progres- 
sively the waiting time involved in loading and unload- 
ing national and foreign ships and increase productivity, 
with the use of a new piece of equipment for packaging 
and bagging grains, put into operation yesterday. The 
equipment was donated by the government of the Neth- 
erlands and is worth $1.4 million. The machinery was 
officially delivered early yesterday afternoon, in the 
presence of the deputy minister of transportation and 
communications, Isaias Muhate, and the Netherlands 
trade representative, A. Hermans. 


Maputo port had previously spent hundreds of thousands of 
contos a year renting this type of equipment from agents, 
according to a source contacted by NOTICIAS. 


According to the same source, the way is now open to 
improving storage, shipping, and handling operations of 
grains, as needed. 


In addition to the advantages of having the equipment 
for their own operations, it can also be loaned out to 
contractors for their use, which will bring in foreign 
exchange to the railway and port complex. 


Moments after exchanging protocols formalizing receipt 
of the equipment, Isaias Muhate referred to the impact 
of the cooperation program between the Netherlands 
and Mozambique, particularly for the port sector. 


A reliable source told NOTICIAS that the Netherlands 
was expected to increase to about $12.5 million its total 
involvement in projects in our country’s port sector. 


These projects, which are outside the SADCC [South 
African Development Coordination Conference], 
include efforts to rehabilitate the piers of Beira port, 
assist in management and administration of the port, 
and aid in the drainage of the Macuti canal, to make it 
possible for heavy cargo ships to enter the port. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


To alleviate the problems caused by the emergency 
situation, the Netherlands granted $7.5 million to 
Mozambique. This amount has mainly been used for 
food and support for the pertinent structures. 


“The packaging and bagging equipment delivered yester- 
day is part of the past year’s emergency program,” our 
source told us. 


The deputy minister of transportation and communica- 
tions expressed the gratitude of the People’s Republic of 
Mozambique for the donation and its desire to see this 
cooperation increase to ever higher levels. 


The Netherlands trade representative, for his part, 
expressed his country’s desire to see the equipment used 
to the benefit of the Mozambican people. 


* FRG Assistance to Emergency Program 
34420052d Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
10 Jan 89 p 3 


[Text] The FRG has provided 2 million marks (equiva- 
lent to 726,000 contos) to Mozambique this year in 
support of development projects linked to the Emer- 
gency Program, according to a report from LUSA 
[expansion unknown] quoting an official source. 


According to that agency, out of this amount 1.5 million 
marks will be used to finance the Rural Reconstruction 
Program under way in Manica Province, which is being 
supported ‘by West Germany’s “GT” [expansion 
unknown] organization, and the remaining 500,000 
marks will be used to promote small enterprises. 


Beginning this quarter, there are also plans to overhaul a 
mill and juice factory in Chimoio and a ceramics plant in 
Gondola. 


The “GT” has operations in Manica to assist people 
affected by the war and famine, and is more specifically 
involved in resettling Mozambicans being repatriated 
from Zimbabwe and Malawi. 


There are currently 43 clinics, and another 15 with hospi- 
tal beds, under construction in the various districts of 
Manica Province, with the support of that organization. 


* Machungo Inaugurates Emergency Power Station 
34420056a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
10 Feb 89 p 1 


[Text] Prime Minister Mario da Graca Machungo yes- 
terday afternoon inaugurated the emergency electric 
power plant in the city of Beira in a ceremony that was 
attended by Swedish Cooperation Minister Lena Hjelm- 
Wallen, Mozambican Minister of Industry and Power 
Antonio Branco, Sofala Provincial Governor Francisco 
Masquil, and Mozambican Ambassador to Sweden 
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Alberto Massavanhane as well as many party and gov- 
ernment officials, Swedish engineers, workers from the 
Mozambique Electric Power Company, and members of 


the populace. 


In speaking on this occasion, the prime minister began 
by thanking the Swedish government official for her 
presence during the ceremony. He then praised the grand 
gesture represented by the gift of the generator that was 
inaugurated yesterday; this, as he put it, demonstrates 
the sensitivity of that Scandinavian country’s kingdom 
toward the problems facing Mozambique. 


According to Machungo, the need for providing an 
alternate electric power source in the city of Beira was 
pointed out by the government in 1984 but financial 
difficulties hindered the implementation of the project 
at that point in time. In 1986, however, the government 
in Stockholm decided to donate a generator for the 
provincial capital of Sofala. 


The Swedish minister in turn said that her country is 
ready to step up cooperation with Mozambique by 
participating in various development projec! The sum 
of $115 million had been allocated for that purpose. 


She then listed some projects that involve Swedish 
participation, including the “Beira Corridov” and high- 
way transportation. 


“I note with satisfaction that the port of Beira is daily 
increasing and improving its cargo-handling capacity,” 
she said. 


It was reported that Governor Masquil prior to the 
ceremony praised the Swedish offer, describing it as one 
of the solutions to the sabotage to which power lines 
have been subjected by armed bandits, causing many 
industrial establishments to grind to a halt and reducing 
the output of other sectors which in one way or another 


depend on electric power. 


He also said that the city of Beira began to suffer power 
Outages early during this decade and, since then, there 
has been a total of 750 days when it had no power, with 
all of the negative consequences deriving from that. 


With this generator it will now be possible not only to 
guarantee the operation of the entire industrial park and 
the provincial capital but also the nearby city of Dondo 
and the Mafambisse sugar mill; this means that the 
entire water catchment and supply system of those urban 
centers will be assured of the necessary power. 


This power plant is thus considered to be a great contri- 
bution to the development of the city of Beira and the 
projects of the SADCC [South African Development 
Coordination Conference], including the transportation 
system starting from the local port. 
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According to a source at the Electric Power Company of 
Mozambique, the generator that was inaugurated yester- 
day has a capacity of turning out 12 Megawatts per hour 
and can be operated without interruption for 2 years. Its 
cost has been appraised at $10 million. 


To guarantee its maintenance, the Kingdom of Sweden 
assigned a specialist who will, for a period of 2 years and 
among other duties, have the job of training Mozambi- 
can technicians. Thereafter and for a period of 3 years, 
experts from that Scandinavian country will make regu- 
lar visits to check on the operation of the power plant. 


* Mopeia Administrator on Emergency Needs 
34420056b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
10 Feb 89 p 3 


[Excerpt] Last year, the district of Mopeia, in the south- 
ern part of Zambezia Province, assisted about 21,000 
persons who were living under emergency conditions. 
According to Administrator Raimundo Pedro, who 
reported this to our office in Beira, defense and protec- 
tion have been priority tasks since the zone was retaken 
from the armed bandits in March 1988, 18 months after 
the criminal assault by the gangsters; with this priority in 
mind, the local population can gradually phase out its 
exclusive dependence on gifts. 


More than 1,000 tons of corn, 115 tons of wax-beans, 28 
tons of salt, 30 tons of soap, 41 tons of sugar, and more 
than 40,000 liters of edible oil, in addition to clothing, 
blankets, and domestic household utensils, whose quan- 
tities were not disclosed to us, were distributed to the 
population of the district of Mopeia during 1988. 


However, as our interviewee told us, the support which 
the district has been getting does not cover all of the 
growing needs of the population which is in a state of 
emergency because there is a heavy influx of individuals 
who, after escaping from the armed bandits, report to 
our authorities, while units cf the Armed Forces of 
Mozambique, following military operations against the 
highwaymen in the area, liberated many citizens who 
had been forced to live with the armed bandits. 


Parallel to military operations, our reporter was able to 
get a good look at the major effort being made by the 
residents of Mopeia who are involved in agricultural 
activities as part of a drive aimed at changing the current 
situation of total dependence on emergency aid. 


Associations of carpenters, fishermen, tailors, and wood- 
workers have already been established with a view to 
returning life to normal in that part of the country; it is 
hoped that tinsmiths can also be trained in the near 
future. [passage omitted] 


Units of the FAM/FPLM (Armed Forces of Mozambi- 
que—People’s Forces for the Liberation of Mozambi- 
que], stationed in the district of Mopeia, killed 14 armed 
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bandits in November and December of last year follow- 
ing military operations against the criminals in that part 
of Zambezia Province. 


According to Lieutenant Tembe Palafino, the district 
military commander, three camps of the armed bandits 
were destroyed, miscellaneous military equipment and 
some documents were seized, and 29 members of the 
population, who had been forced to live with the high- 
waymen, were liberated during that same span of time. 


Cholera Outbreak in Tete ‘Under Control’ 
MB2003 122489 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 20 Mar 89 


[Text] The outbreak of cholera in Tete City is now under 
control. This was revealed by the national health director 
who had gone to Tete to assess the situation and take 
measures to control the disease. He added that Tete 
Province is presently equipped with facilities to deal 
with future cases of cholera. He said, however, that 
intense work must continue to improve conditions of 
sanitation and hygiene. Our regional office in Tete 
reports that enlightenment sessions on cholera preven- 
tive measures are underway in various neighborhoods in 
the provincial capital. 


Chissano Seeks Belgian Business Investment 
MB1703151389 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 17 Mar 89 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano has invited Belgian 
businessmen to invest in Mozambique, saying that pri- 
vate foreign investment can play an important role in the 
recovery of Mozambique’s economy. Chissano spoke 
last night at a dinner given by the Belgian-African 
Chamber of Commerce, also attended by representatives 
of several European enterprises currently cooperating 
with Mozambique. 


During the dinner, President Joaquim Chissano men- 
tioned existing legislation on direct investment and the 
investors’ guide. Brochures dealing with these issues 
were distributed to those present at the dinner. 


Chissano Speaks at Official Luncheon in Dakar 
MB1903 190989 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 19 Mar 89 


(Text] In Dakar today, President Joaquim Chissano 
reaffirmed that the Mozambican authorities will never 
each a political compromise 
tical, economic, and social 
democracy, and freedom 


try to bold negotiatio 
not in keeping with 
principles of indep« 


which have already been achieved. Speaking during an 
official luncheon given in his honor by Senegalese Pres- 
ident Abdou Diouf, the Mozambican leader stressed: we 
will never act against the will of the people. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


President Chissano explained that negotiations can only 
be held in order to find ways of reintegrating into society 
those armed bandits who renounce terror and violence. 
The head of state mentioned the nature of armed ban- 
ditry in Mozambique, saying its goals are to thwart 
economic development, establish a nomadic way of life 
under an emergency situation, and prevent the rehabili- 
tation of social life. 


The Mozambican leader also mentioned efforts by the 
authorities, including talks and accords with South 
Africa, in order to establish peace in the country. 


President Chissano said strengthening relations between 
Mozambique and Senegal could contribute to a solution of 
problems in southern African, including in Mozambique. 


President Abdou Diouf expressed admiration for the 
progress achieved by Mozambique, despite South Afri- 
ca’s destabilization and natural disasters. Diouf said that 
his country is determined to continue in the struggle for 
the eradication of apartheid, adding that as long as this 
system continues, the people of Senegal will never con- 
sider themselves free. 


The Senegalese president also reaffirmed the desire to 
strengthen relations between his country and Mozambique. 


Before the luncheon, President Joaquim Chissano paid 
homage to Senegalese heroes, laying a wreath at the 
monument built in their honor in Dakar’s city center. 
Thousands of people attended the ceremony. They 
showed up early in the morning by the road linking 
President Chissano’s residence to the monument. 


Also today, presidents, Chissano and Diouf held a pri- 
vate meeting, while delegations of the two countries 
discussed issues related to bilateral relations and matters 
of common interest. A source close to the talks told our 
correspondent that the talks were held in a cordial 
atmosphere, and are likely to result in the signing of a 
general accord of cooperation, and commercial and 
cultural accords. 


Signs Accord, Ends Visit 
MB2003 142989 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 20 Mar 89 


[Text] The signing of a Mozambican-Senegalese general 
cooperation accord marked the end of President Joa- 
quim Alberto Chissano’s official visit to that African 
country today. 


Senegal was the last leg of a tour that took the Mozam- 
bican head of state to Gabon, the Netherlands, and 
Belgium, where he discussed cooperation and interna- 
tional issues with authorities. 
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Burkina Faso 


4 Sentenced to Death for Killing Czech Tourist 
AB2203 131589 Paris AFP in French 0733 GMT 
22 Mar 89 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 22 Mar (AFP)}—Four delinquent 
Burkinabe youths, who in 1988 assaulted three Czecho- 
slovak tourists and stabbed one of them to death, were 
yesterday sentenced to death by the Ouagadougou Assize 
Court. The accused, aged between 19 and 26 years, were 
found guilty of assault by use of a sharp-edged weapon 
on three tourists in the streets of Ouagadougou on the 
night of 5 June 1988, and for stabbing one of them, Otto 
Wolf, 41 years, to death. 


The convicted persons may lodge an appeal with the 
Supreme Court. In the case of rejection, only a presidential 
pardon can save their lives. This is the first time an 
ordinary court has pronounced the capital punishment 
since the August 1983 revolution. Executions, however, 
took place in 1584 and 1988, but they were pronounced by 
martial courts whose sentences are enforced immediately. 


Border Consultations With Mali Officials 
AB2203 121289 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 1900 GMT 21 Mar 89 


[Text] A meeting between Malian and Burkinabe politi- 
cal and administrative authorities began this morning in 
Ouahigouya. The meeting is part of the periodic consul- 
tations between Malian border officials from Mopti, and 
Burkinabe prefects from Soum, Sourou, Kossi, and 
Yatenga Provinces. This meeting, which is the second of 
its kind, is the logical follow-up to the one held in 
Bangasse in Mali. On the line from Ouahigouya, Baba 
Cissoko reviews the meeting for us: 


[Begin Baba Cissoko recording] Like the one between 
governors and high commissioners, this meeting is in full 
line with the political objectives set by the Popular 
Front. In his welcome address to our brothers from the 
Mopti region at the opening session of the Ouahigouya 
meeting, the high commissioner of the Yatenga Prov- 
ince, Comrade Alphonse Ouedraogo, once more outlined 
the policies of the Popular Front, which, he stressed, was 
resolutely committed to maintaining and strengthening 
relations of good neighborliness with all neighboring 
countries and to working for the promotion of mutual 
understanding between the Burkinabes and other people. 
While wishing full success to the meeting, Comrade 
Ouedraogo said he was convinced that through unity we 
will overcome. He pointed out that the militants of the 
Yatenga Province attach particular importance to the 
meeting. 


In his statement, Captain Modibo Bakayoko, the Koro 
subdistrict officer and head of the Malian delegation, 
recalled that the meeting was a brotherly get-together 
aimed at strengthening the ties of kinship and fraternity 
built by our two peoples for over 2 centuries. Since they 


that it was the duty of border officials to work towards 
achieving economic integration. 


It should be noted that the two sides will discuss a three 
point agenda: First, on the movement of persons and 
goods, the fight against banditry and fraud, tax collec- 
tion, the abduciion of women, the twinning of towns, 
sports, cultural cooperation, exchange of athletes, and 
the meeting of administrative officials. Second, concern- 
ing administrative issues, the talks will focus on the 
implementation of the agreement on livestock move- 
ment, the report on land reform in Burkina Faso, and the 
presentation of new problems for discussion. Finally, the 
third item will focus on the selection of the venue and 
date of the next meeting and information on Burkina 
Faso’s legal map. It must be recalled that the meeting will 
end on 23 March. [end recording] 


French Fund Grants Telecommunications Loans 
AB1603 103789 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 2200 GMT 15 Mar 89 


[Text] The Central Fund for Economic Cooperation, 
CCCE, through the West African Development Bank, 
BOAD, has granted two loans totalling 1.5 billion CFA 
francs to our country. Under the agreement 
yesterday between the CCCE and the BOAD, this finan- 
cial aid will be used in financing the national telecom- 
munications corporation's investment program, espe- 
cially on studies, construction works, and project 
follow-ups. 


Ivory Coast 


African Management Company Established 
AB2103083989 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 20 Mar 89 


{Text} Potentially viable but poorly managed African 
enterprises will henceforth benefit from the support of a 
new company call AMSCO [expansion unknown]. The 
African Development Bank [ADB], the International 
Finance Cooporation, IFC, and a number of develop- 
ment financing institutions and some private companies 
today signed the shareholders agreement of this new 
company at the ADB headquarters here in Abidjan. 
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It is well known that in the past few years, the international 
donor community has drawn its attention to the pressag 
need to show interest in the private sector in Africa in 
order to revive the spirit of enterprise which has remained 
dormant as a result of the overwhelming role the public 
sector has played since independence. The fall in African 
exports “ad its repercussions on the balance of payments 
and public finances has brought about a greater awareness 
of the need to let the private sector play a determining role 
in the continent's economic development. That is why the 
AMSCO has set as its target to ensure that the ciient 
enterprises being managed by local and financially auton- 
omous personnel become profitable, as is explained here 
by the ADB's vice president, Gilbert Avika, who chaired 
the ceremony. 


[Begin Avika recording] Our aim is to help African 
enterprises train competent personnel. AMSCO’s role 
will not be to run African enterprises. I believe its role 
will be, first and foremost, to develop training methods 
based on its future experience since it will be a multina- 
tional company with ample opportunities of increasing 
its knowledge about enterprises. It is true that its task 
will be a difficult one as training concepts vary, but at the 
same time this diversity in training, enterprises, and 
schools is good for African management. So I assert that 
AMSCO will not serve as a guardian of African enter- 
prises. It is not here to stifle African enterprises. We 
hope that it will rather help them to acquire good 
management techniques. [end recording] 


Ghana 


Soviet Delegation Arrives for Cooperation Talks 
AB2103 100089 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 21 Mar 89 


[Text] A four-member Soviet has arrived in 
Accra for a week-long visit to work out a framework for 
the expansion of economic, scientific, technical, and 
trade cooperation between Ghana and the Soviet Union. 
The delegation is led by the head of department of the 
USSR foreign economic relations for Africa and Latin 
American countries, Mr (V. Dobiyev). He told newsmen 
that the visit is aimed at strengthening the legal basis of 
the cooperation between Ghana and the Soviet Union 
and to create conditions for further cooperation. He 
noted that the implementation of any project depends on 
its study. It is therefore necessary to advance the 
research already started so as to remove any possible 
obstacles which may hinder the implementation of 
projects already initiated. The delegation was met on 
arrival by the secretary of the state committee for eco- 
nomic cooperation, Dr Don Arthur. 


Ivorian Minister Arrives for Academy 
AB1603210389 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 16 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] The Cote d'Ivoire Defense Minister, Mr Jean 
Konan Banny, is in Ghana to take part in the fifth 
anniversary celebration of the Regional Maritime Acad- 
emy at Nungua, near Accra. Mr Konan Banny, who is in 


acnanen <> Guns Ge 5 5 Sapetent Sy Sakae 
tensify the training of their techno- 
crats to enhzace ‘the continent’ development. He said 


AB2003065 189 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 19 Mar 89 


[Text] A 10-member delegation from Mauritania is in 
the country to attend the meeting of the Ghana-Mauri- 
tania Permanent Joint Commission for Cooperation. 


minister of foreign affairs, said the meeting will deliber- 
ate on a broad range of economic issues, particularly 
agriculture and the fishing industry. While in the coun- 
try, the delegation will hold discussions with government 
officials and visit a number of industrial plants. The 
delegation was met on arrival by the deputy secretary for 
foreign affairs, Dr Ibn Chambas. 


Asamoah Addresses Session 
AB2003 145789 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 20 Mar 89 


[Text] The inaugural session of the Ghana-Mauritania 
permanent joint commission for cooperation began in 
Accra today. The establishment of the commission fol- 
lows exchanges of visits between the two countries and a 
state visit by the chairman of the PNDC [Provisional 
National Defense Council], Flight Lieutenant Rawlings, 
last August. 


In his inaugural address, the secretary for foreign affairs, 
Dr Obed Asamoah, said permanent joint commissions 
between African countries have brought them together to 
fight for better economic and social conditions. The 
commissions are a means of fostering African unity and 
meeting the challenges of underdevelopment. Dr Asa- 
moah said despite repeated calls for a new international 
economic order, the old system continues with the 
industrialized countries adopting more stringent protec- 
tive trade measures thereby closing their markets to 
exports from the developing countries. The developing 
countries, especially in Africa, face worsening economic 
crisis characterized by falling commodity prices, high 
interest rates, and increase in outflow of resources. The 
secretary said in such a situation, closer cooperation 
aniong African states is necessary to meet the aspirations 
of their peoples. He noted that Mauritania is the vital 
geographical link between Ghana and the Arab Maghreb. 
Mauritania is a signatory to both the ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community West African States] treaty and the 
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Arab Maghreb Union. She is therefore in a position to 
foster closer ties in both the west and north African regions 
to enchance the goal of an African continental economic 
union. Dr Asamoah said Ghana and Mauritania have 


already identified the possible areas of cooperation. 


The Mauritanian foreign minister, Colonel Mohamed 
Ould Sidya, said it is imperative that African countries 
cooperate to bring about development. He said Mauri- 
tania is more than determined to ensure that arrange- 
ments are made tow2zrd setting up mutually advanta- 
geous cooperation with Ghana. 


* Bank Consortium To Promote Agriculture 
34000190b Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 
21 Jan 89 p 1 


[Article by R. Harry Reynolds] 


[Text] Three banks in the country have joined hands 
with the Ministry of Agriculture to form a consortium to 
provide block farmers with mechanized and extension 
services as well as inputs. 


They are the Agricultural Development Bank (ADB), 
National Investments Bank (NIB) and the Bank of 
Ghana (BOG). 


In an interview with me on Thursday in Accra, Mr 
William Tetteh, Chief Manager for Special Projects of 
the ADB, explained that the main objective was to assist 
farmers to be self-reliant and to ensure increased food 
production through the use of the appropriate farm 
technologies. 


Under the project, pieces of land were being prepared 
and apportioned into small acreages and allocated to 
small-scale farmers to cultivate crops, which have com- 
parative advantage in the locality, he stated. 


In addition, improved farming inputs such as high 
yielding seeds, fertilizer, weedicides and insecticides 
were procured in bulk and distributed to the farmers, Mr 
Tetteh said. 


He mentioned the main targeted groups as the redundant 
workers of the Food Production corporation, retrenched 
civil and public servants, subsistence and marginal 
small-scale farmers and urban and rural unemployed. 


Mr Tetteh announced that the scheme had already been 
introduced to farmers in the Northern, Brong-Ahafo, 
Eastern, Central and Volta Regions, adding that it was 
expected to cover all the 10 regions by next year. 


The implementation of the project was being carried out 
at the various farms by management committees « 1- 
prising the local ADB branch manager, ADB project 
officer, agricultural extension officer, two farmers and a 
tractor operator. 
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* District Assemblies Must Generate Funds 


* Assemblymen Allowances 
34000189 Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 
25 Jan 89 p 1 


[Article by Gayheart Edem Mensah, Cape Coast] 


Responding to questions at the orientation course for 


That, the deputy director said, would enhance decision- 
making, determination of priorities, programmes initia- 
tion and execution at the local and ensure the 
commitment of the people to local i 


* Economic Ventures 
34000189 Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 
27 Jan 89 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Harry Reynolds) 


[Text] Mobilization of local resources for integrated 
rural development is the principal objective of the dis- 
trict assemblies, Mr George Sackey, Secretary and mem- 
ber of the National Economic Commission has stated. 


He was speaking on the ‘Role of the district assembly in 
national development’ at the orientation course for East- 
ern Region assemblymen at the University of Ghana, 
Legon, yesterday. 


Mr Sackey said the district assemblies could effectively 
mobilize the resources available in their districts by 
Organizing and encouraging community initiatives for 
economic ventures that could generate social wealth. 


For instance, he suggested the establishment of either 
citrus farms, coffee or oil palm plantations and other 
small-scale industries like cassava processing, pottery, 
carving, basket weaving and furniture and the establish- 
ment of fish ponds. 
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Alternatively, the assemblies, he said, could go in for 
loans to invest in song and short-term economic projects 
that could generate income and provide » mployment 


“The district assembly, assisted by relevant sector com- 
mittees would have to identify the most critical needs of 
the district and determine investments according to their 
priorities, with the participation of all the people in the 
district”, Mr Sackey stated. 


Mr Sackey stressed tne need for full-scale rural mass 


* UK Grants Te Aid Cocoa, Tema Power 
34000190a Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 
21 Jan 89 pl 


[Article by Gayheart Edem Mensah} 


[Text] Ghana and Britain yesterday exchanged four 
letters under which Britain will grant Ghana a total aid 
of 12.6 million pounds sterling for four projects. 


Dr Kwesi Botchwey, Secretary for Finance and Eco- 
nomic Planning and Mr A. H. Wyatt, British High 
Commissioner, signed for their respective countries. 


Under the agreement, seven million pounds sterling has 
been allocated for cocoa rehabilitation, 3.5 million 
pounds sterling has been set aside for UK-~Ghana grant, 
1.77 million pounds sterling for Tema power station 
rehabilitation, and 332,000 pounds sterling for eco- 
nomic statistics. 


Dr Kwesi Botchwey said the cocoa rehabilitation project 
was aimed at increasing the foreign exchange earned in 
the cocoa sector. 


Of the amount earmarked for the sector's rehabilitation, 
3.6 million pounds ster!ing would be allocated to the 
technical co-operation fund to support the Cocoa 
Research Institute, while 3.4 million pounds sterling 
would be provided as financial aid towards the provision 
of bailey bridges, vehicles and agro-chemicais for the 
cocoa sector. 
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The rehabilitation of the Tema power station is to enable 
the production of electricity from the hydro piant at 
Akosombo to be increased and to maintain adequate 
supply. 


The Secretary said the economic statistics project, which 
would last three years, was aimed at improving informa- 
tion gathering from monitoring and planning aspects of 
the economy. 


Mr Wyatt described the grants as a further assistance to 
Ghana to ensure the effective implementation of the 
E.R.P. [Economic Recovery Plan]. 


Guinea 


Mining Agreements Signed With USSR 
AB1003173289 Paris AFP in French 1521 GMT 
10 Mar 89 


[Text] Conakry, 10 Mar (AFP)}—Guinea and the Soviet 
Union have (?signed two protocols) [word indistinct] on 
cooperation in mining and technical assistance at the 
end of a 4-day visit to Guinea by the Soviet minister of 
nonferrous metallurgy, Viadimir Durasov. This was 
announced by officia! sources in Conakry today. Under 
the mining cooperation agreement, the USSR will estab- 
lish two industrial units in Guinea, one of which is to 
produce 150,000 metric tons of alumina a year, while the 
other is to produce 600,000 to 800,000 metric tons of 
aluminium a year. The total cost of these two industries 
[words indistinct]. (7The second) cooperation agreement 
concerns the provivison of technical assistance by the 
USSR to the National Geology Authority of Guinea. 


Mr Durasov emphasized during his visit that the Soviet 
Union wants «) see an intensification of the geological 
research in the northwest Uf Guinea, where new bauxite 
deposits have been discovered. The USSR has already 
participated with Guinea in the operation of bauxite 
mines for over 10 years within the Kindia Bauxite 
Authority (OBK), located 150 km southwest of Conakry. 


Guinea-Bissau 


PRC To Assist in Fishery Sector 
AB1103161089 Paris AFP in French 1114 GMT 
11 Mar 89 


[Text] Bissau, 11 Mar (AFP)}—China is to place at the 
disposal of Guinea-Bissau an industrial fishing boat for 
an experimental period of 3 months. Other fishing boats 
[words indistinct] country, indicates a communique 
issued today in Bissau at the end of a session of the 
China-Guinea-Bissau joint commission for cooperation. 


According to the communique, the industrial fishing 
boat, which will arrive in July, should help reduce the 
problems involved in the supply of fuel and ice to small 
fishing boats which have already been donated ty China 
to Guinea-Bissau. 
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The communique also adds that the two countnes h«ve 
agreed to carry out scientific research in fisheries. China 
pledged to provide land for the construction of the office 
for the representatior. of Chinese fishing companies in 
Bissau. The communique was signed by the Guinea- 
Bissau secretary of state for fisheries, Abubacar Balde, 
and the Chinese deputy minister for agriculture, anima! 
husbandry and fishery, Liu Jiang. 


Liberia 


Nigeria Business Arrives for Talks 
AB2003110889 Monrovia Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 20 Mar 89 


[Text] A group of bankers und business executives from 
Nigeria are in the country to hold talks with Liberian 
Government officials on the possibility of establishing 
joint ventures in oil exploitation and refinery as well as 
other industries. The bankers and business executives’ 
visit is a follow-up of bilateral talks held between Nigeria 
and Liberia during the visit to Liberia last year of 
President Ibrhaim Babangida of Nigeria. 


Talks With Commerce Minister 
AB2203110389 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 22 Mar 89 


[Text] Commerce and ‘ndustry minister, Mr J. Wisseh 
McClain, on 20 March said that the promotion of trade 
links between Nigeria and Liberia was a giant step 
towards the establishment of the African common mar- 
ket. Minister McClain said the establishment 
African common market before the year 
mandate enshrined in the Lagos Plan of Action and the 
Final Act of Lagos. Addressing the plenary ssuson of the 


need to look into improving the 
Economic Community of West 
ECOWAS. 
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* Rubber Planters Allowed Duty-Free Imports 
34000191c Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
10 Jan 89 pp 1, 4 


[Excerpt] Government has granted the request of the 
rubber planters for duty-free privileges and other incen- 
tives for the importation of their farm supplies, equip- 
ment and processing machineries and accessories. 


Finance Minister David M. Farhat, in a Ictter to the 
Kubber Planters Association of Liberia, hoped that the 
government's decision to offer customs duty exemption 
on various categories of farm equipment, supplies and 
rubber processing machineries would serve as an incen- 
tive for increased rubber production. 


The items covered by the duty-free privileges include 
latex cups, tapping knives, spouts, cup wire, latex buck- 
farm tractors, wheelbarrows, trailers, pick-ups, road 
graders, bulldozers and agitators. Others are forklifts, 
rubber sheeting batteries, laboratory equipment, electric 
generators, shovels and electric motors. The duty-free 
priv,'eges will last for one year, according to the Finance 
Minister. 


Minister Farhat said the action is taken in view of the 
“declining revenue trend with which the government is 
faced at this time.” The economic development of Libe- 
ria has immensely evolved around the rubber industry 
since the 1960's. Presently, rubber provides a “sub- 
stantial share of the total revenue and compares favour- 
ably with the profitability of other Liberian cash 
crops...it provides job opportunity for some 40,000. 


As a monitoring mechanism to ensure that the duty-free 
scheme will serve as an incentive for increased rubber 
production, Minister Farhat said “all duty-free applica- 
tions submitted to the Ministry of Finance will be 
— through the Rubber Planters Association 
(RPAL).” 


The applications will be accompanied by a letter of 
approval from the RPAL based on the quantity of rubber 
produced by each farmer submitting an application. 
Minister Farhat said approval will be given for no more 
than one to two pick-ups farmer based on DRC pounds 
produced in keeping with guidelines established by the 
RPAL and the Finance Ministry for this project. 


With the provision of duty-free and tax exemption 
privileges for rubber growers, the rubber industry is 
expected to maximize its participation in the Green 
Revolution, in particular to help save the economic 
future of this nation. 


Natural rubber is now in high demand and will appar- 
ently continue to be so due to several factors some of 
which are the conversion to the manufacturing of radial 
tires which contain a higher percentage of natural rub- 
ber, the increase in the demand for surgical gloves and 
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the problems of the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn- 
drome (AIDS). The latex which is extracted from rubber 
trees is used to make condoms and surgical gloves now 
widely recommended as effective barriers against AIDS, 
which is spread through sexual intercourse and exchange 
of blood, such as on contaminated hypodermic needles. 


[passage omitted] 


Mali 


Publication of New Periodical Begins 
AB1903113389 Paris AFP in French 1602 GMT 
18 Mar 89 


[Text] Bamako, 18 Mar (AFP)}—A new journal, LES 
ECHOS, has appeared on the newsstands in Mali in the 
form of a bimonthly general news periodical. LES 
tCHOS, the first edition of which came out yesterday, 
has a tabloid format and prints between 1,000 to 2,000 
copies. The periodical is published by the Cultura! 
Cooperation Agency and the Jamana Publishing House, 
headed by Mr Alpha Oumar Konare, former minister of 
sports, arts, and culture. He already owns the quarterly 
journal, the JAMANA. LES ECHOS devotes its first 
edition, published in Bamako yesterday, to reports on 
life in Bamako, economic and sporting news, and current 
world news. 


Traore Meets Cameroonian Envoy, UN Official 
AB1703205389 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 17 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] The general secretary of the UDPM [Demo- 
cratic Union of Malian People] and president of the 
republic this morning received two special emissaries. 
They are Jacques Roger Booh-Booh, Cameroon’s exter- 
nal relations minister; and Diallo Issa Ben Yassine, 
special emissary of the UN secretary general. Here is our 
reporter Mamadou Diakite with more details on these 
audiences: 


[Diakite] President Moussa Traore, chairman of the 
OAU, first received the Cameroonian external relations 
minister at the former army barracks at 9 o’clock. Mr 
Jacques Roger Booh-Booh, who was accompanied by 
Cameroon’s deputy director for African affairs, was 
bearer of a friendly and brotherly message from Presi- 
dent Paul Biya to the head of state. General Moussa 
Traore and the emissary from the Cameroonian head of 
state centered their discussions on the fruitful bilateral 
relations of cooperation as well as ways to strengthen 
them. In this connection, Mr Booh-Booh recalled the 
recent visit to Yaounde by the minister of territorial 
development and basic development. They also dis- 
cussed African and world issues. The special emissary 
from the Cameroonian leader told the Malian head of 
state that President Paul Biya very much appreciates the 
dynamism and the dignity with which Gen Moussa 
Traore has been conducting the affairs of the OAU. 


[passage omitted] 
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Later, at 10:00, the head of state received Diallo Issa Ben 
Yassine, a special emissary from the UN secretary gen- 
eral. Their talks are part of regular exchange of views 
between UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
and the OAU chairman. They centered on recent devel- 
opments in the Western Sahara situation. Mr Diallo Issa 
Ben Yassine briefed the OAU chairman about the cur- 
rent negotiations being jointly carried out by the UN 
good auspices mission and the OAU. The special emis- 
sary of the UN secretary general spoke to the press after 
the audience: 


[Begin recording] [Yassine] I was sent by the UN secre- 
tary general, as usual, to brief the OAU chairman about 
the recent developments in the Western Sahara issue 
which had been entrusted to both of them. 


[Unidentified reporter] As you know, the Polisario Front 
had decided to end the truce which it has been observing 
while negotiating with Morocco. So can you tell us 
exactly what the present situation is? 


[Yassine] Well, all I can tell you is that the good auspices 
process of the OAU chairman and the UN secretary 
general is continuing normally. Also, dialogue has been 
established between the Polisario Front and Morocco. 
Everybody lauds this dialogue because this is a good sign. 
Dialogue never harms. Our hope now is that something 
comes out of this dialogue. But I can tell you that the 
good auspices process is continuing normally. [end 
recording] 


The audiences took place in the presence of the perma- 
nent secretary at the presidency, Mr Djanko Sissoko: the 
minister of justice, Mr Oumar Issiaka Bah, who is acting 
for the foreign minister; and the diplomatic advisor, Mr 
Tidjani Tuisse. 


Economic Official Returns From Ivorian Visit 
AB2103191089 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 21 Mar 89 


[Text] The president of the Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, General Ahmadou Baba Diarra, returned to Bamako 
yesterday evening following a visit to Abidjan, where he 
stayed from 15 to 20 March at the invitation of the 
Ivorian Economic and Social Council. The talks he held 
with his Ivorian counterpart, Mr Phillipe Yace, and the 
working session between the two sides focused on the 
terms of cooperation between the two institutions. Mr 
Phillipe Yace expressed his readiness to contribute to the 
success of the Malian Economic and Social Council. Gen 
Ahmadou Baba Diarra emphasized the longstanding 
fraternal ties between the Malian and Ivorian peoples 
and expressed his satisfaction with [words indistinct] 
through the mutual struggle for political, economic, and 
cultural emancipation. During his visit there, Gen 
Ahmadou Baba Diarra was also received by State Min- 
ister Ekra Mathieu, who was acting as president. 
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Traore Leaves for OAU Meeting in Zimbabwe 
AB2103091989 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 21 Mar 89 


[Text] OAU current chairman and secretary general of 
the party, General Moussa Traore, left Bamako early this 
morning for Zimbabwe where he will tomorrow chair the 
nes of the OAU ad hoc committee on southern 
Africa. 


Nigeria 


Nigeria, USSR Sign Cultural Accord 
AB1703224989 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 17 Mar 89 


([Summary] Nigeria and the Soviet Union today in Lagos 
signed a cultural and education exchange agreement. It 
was signed for Nigeria by the minister of information 
and culture, Prince Tony Momoh, and the Soviet ambas- 
sador to Nigeria, Mr (Yuriy Koplyakov), signed for his 
country. The first cultural agreement with the Soviet 
Union was signed in 1970 and for many years the Soviet 
Government had created opportunities for Nigerians to 
see several aspects of cultural life in the Soviet Union. 
Minister Momoh said that the cultural center of the 
Soviet Union in Lagos has confirmed its social role and 
the Soviet Government's desire to fully implement the 
cultural and educational agreements signed between the 
two countries. 


Kaduna State To Get 2 New Radio Transmitters 
AB2203 100689 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 22 Mar 89 


[Text] The Kaduna Broadcasting Corporation is to 
install two new transmitters at the Zaria and Kafanchan 
statiors to ensure full radio coverage of the state. The 
state commissioner for information, Alhaji Mohamed 
Jafaru, made this known in Zaria. Alhaji Mohamed told 
newsmen that the new transmitters were part of the four 
transmitters acquired from the FRCN [Federal Radio 
Corporation of Nigeria], Abuja before Katsina State was 
created and that the projected cost of installation was |2 
million naira. 


Outbreak of Chicken Pox in Ondo State 
AB1803215889 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 18 Mar 89 


[Text] An outbreak of chicken pox has been reported in 
some parts of Ekiti north local government area of Ondo 
State. Reports say the epidemic is affecting children, 
especially infants. However, the health official in the 
area said mothers should not panic because government 
has mobilized all resources to check the spread of the 
disease. He advised them to take their children to health 
centers for immunization. 
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* Nation Faces Uphill Task To Refloat Economy 
34000279b London FINANCIAL TIMES in English 
6 Mar 89 pp Ii, Ill 


[Article by Tony Hawkins] 


[Text] Nigeria’s Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) 
is in trouble, its viability threatened by rampant inflation 
and a depreciating exchange rate, which between them are 
rapidly eroding urban living standards. 


Three and a half years into the programme, this may 
seem to be a harsh assessment, given the radical reforms 
already achieved. But the hard reality remains that 
coherent and rational! though the overall strategy may be, 
it is just not going to succeed unless two crucial prereq- 
uisites are satisfied. 


A major improvement in the quality of economic man- 
agement is essential along with the political commitment 
to impose unpalatable and unpopular measures. Indeed, 
as is the case in so many African Structural Adjustment 
Programmes, the challenge is not an economic one but 
an admixture of political commitment and managerial 
effectiveness. 


Getting the strategy right, signing International Mone- 
tary Fund letters of intent and getting the donors to rally 
around with pledges is far easier than making the policies 
stick in the face of a large, cumbersome and unmotivated 
bureaucracy, and a nation whose real living standards 
have been declining for almost a decade. 


Managing structural change is always difficult and in 
Nigeria’s case the problem is exacerbated by the concen- 
tration of economic policy decision-making in the hands 
of just three key figures—President Ibrahim Babangida 
himself, Mr Alhaji Abubakar Alhaji, Minister of State for 
Planning and the Budget and the Governor of the 
Central Bank, Mr Alhaji Abdulkadir Ahmed—for whom 
there are just not enough hours in the day to manage so 
diverse and complex a programme. 


Consequently, it is hardly surprising that slippages occur, 
bilateral debt-rescheduling negotiations that should have 
been concluded months ago remain unresolved and Ecu 
300m (L192m) of EC aid remains undisbursed pending the 
completion of formal agreements. 


With World Bank and IMF programmes now in place, 
the onus is on Lagos to meet stringent conditionalities of 
a Catch 22 nature. IMF credit ceilings and exchange rate 
targets are not going to be met unless some tough 
deflationary policies are introduced. 


These are likely to include higher interest rates, some 
sterilisation of Naira export proceeds that are fuelling 
money supply growth, further significant depreciation in 
the exchange rate (with all the inflationary consequences 
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that this has in so import-dependent a society), a 260 
percent increase in electricity tariffs, higher telephone 
tariffs, and railway rates and fares and, perhaps most 
politically-sensitive of all, further phases increases in the 
domestic petrol subsidy, following the 14 percent adjust- 
ment in the 1989 budget. 


The Catch 22 arises because failure to bite the bullet will 
derail the programme altogether, but implementation of 
such unpopular measures when real earnings are about 
40 percent below their 1980 levels is likely to run into 
increasingly bitter political opposition. 


Much of the blame for this unhappy predicament lies 
with the Nigerian Government itself. It was always a bad 
idea to sell structural adjustment as a two-year pro- 
gramme ending in 1988 since this implied an early return 
to prosperity which is simply not in the cards until the 
late 1990s at the very earliest. 


A more serious miscalculation was the 1987 decision, in 
the wake of poor rains, to reflate the economy, resulting 
in excessive money supply growth and powerful down- 
ward pressure on the Naira last year, accentuated by 
depressed oil prices. Both money supply growth and 
currency depreciation could have been moderated had 
the authorities finalised debt-rescheduling agreements 
more speedily and cut subsidies earlier. 


Nigeria’s poor external debt-servicing record notwith- 
standing (arrears at the end of 1988 are estimated at 
$5.4bn), the international financial community, with the 
important exception of the commercial banks, strongly 
supports the reform programme. 


The World Bank has started disbursing its $500m Trade 
and Investment Policy Loan (TIPL) while early in Feb- 
ruary the IMF approved a 475m SDRs ($620m) standby 
facility that can be drawn down over the next year 
provided Nigeria meets stringent Fund conditionalities. 


Lagos, however, remains publicly opposed to utilising 
the credit and in its eyes the main aim of securing an 
IMF loan is to ensure access to debt-rescheduling with 
the Paris Club group of official creditors as well as access 
to fresh money from the World Bank from bilateral 
donors and, less likely, from international commercial 
banks. 


In London, early this year, a donors meeting agreed in 
principle to close Nigeria’s 1989 forecast payments gap 
with Japan pledging $200m and Britain $100m in new 
assistance. This along with loans from the African Devel- 
opment Bank and other bilateral donors will provide an 
extra $600m in balance of payments support. 
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A meeting with Paris Club creditors will be held during 
the first quarter of 1989 at which Nigeria will seek to 
reschedule current maturing loans anc existing arrears 
while later in the year, a Consultative Group meeting of 
donors is planned to canvass longer-term support for 
Nigeria in the 1990s. 


The commercial banks have been conspicuously absent 
from these activities, underscoring the drastic change in 
Nigeria’s international status during the 1980s from a 
middle-income oil producing country that could borrow 
on commercial terms to its recent reclassification as a 
low-income country. 


As such Nigeria should now qualify for aid and conces- 
sional assistance including loans from the World Bank’s 
soft-loan window (IDA) and possibly also, at some future 
date, from the IMF’s extended Structural Adjustment 
Facility (ESAF), though many other poor countries, 
without Nigeria’s oil potential, are bound to strongly 
oppose any such change, since this would add another 
mouth to an already over-crowded table. 


Despite this external assistaiice, the medium-term balance 
of payments challenge remains formidable. In 1989 alone 
there is a theoretical financing gap of more than $9bn 
which will be largely closed by the rescheduling of more 
than $8bn of debt-service payments. Under the agreement 
already reached with the London Club of commercial 
banks, Nigeria will pay only $600m on its commercial 
borrowings—$3bn less than original commitments. 


It is hardly surprising therefore that the banks should 
have declined to make any new money available. With 
even larger savings expected from Paris Club reschedu- 
lings, the financing gap should be closed without Nigeria 
drawing on its IMF standby which, in Lagos, is seem as 
politically unacceptable. 


None the less, if the oil price were to fall below the $14 
a barrel level on which the foreign exchange budget is 
based, or there were to be a shortfall in the capital 
inflows already pledged, the authorities would have little 
alternative other than to face the political consequences 
of actually using Fund credit. 


Even if all goes to plan, the cash-flow situation is 
precarious to say the least. At the end of last year, 
reserves were down to a mere three weeks coverage of 
imports and in January the foreign currency market was 
receiving only $35m a week compared with $55m last 
year, posing another serious dilemma for the authorities. 


Unable to hold the exchange rate at what Nigerians 
regard as “realistic” levels of N5 to the dollar, they have 
found themselves effectively subsidising the traders and 
speculators by selling dollars at a rate below that ruling in 
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the market. This threatens to undermine the recently 
approved IMF agreement, requiring Nigeria to establish 


a unified foreign exchange market where the rate in 


market-determined. 


In the first month of its operations, the new system failed 
on two counts—an autonomous or parallel market rate 
emerged at a premium of 40 percent and more above the 
official rate and, much more seriously, the official rate 
was not market determined but set below even the lowest 
bid submitted by the 67 banks. While the Government's 
attempts to stabilise the rate reflected anti-inflationary 
as well as political objectives, it was clearly at odds with 
the spirit if not the letter of the IMF agreement. 


Official concern over inflation is understandable. The 
budget speech estimated 1988 inflation at 25 percent, 
but central bank statistics show the composite (urban 
and rural) consumer price index rising 33 percent in the 
first half of the year and businessmen estimate annua- 
lised inflation last year at around 40 percent. 


The official forecast of inflation slowing to 20 percent in 
1989 promises to be wildly optimistic, since with the 
removal of price controls Nigerian businesses operate on 
a replacement costs basis passing on exchange rate 
depreciation in the form of price increases. 


Bankers and businessmen estimate that prices rose 30 
percent during the month of January alone and, unless or 
until the Naira stabilises, there will be continuing rapid 
inflation which could exceed 50 percent by mid-year. 


Thereafter, one or two results could occur. Either infla- 
tion will slacken as deflationary measures start to bite 
while consumer spending power will have been eroding 
rising prices, or the authorities will have been forced to 
accept a general wage award for public servants, thereby 
further fuelling the price spiral. The latter outcome 
would jeopardise the IMF agreement since credit ceilings 
would be exceeded. 


Quantitative judgements of the progress of structural 
adjustment are very difficult [passage omitted]. Thus, 
while the official Nigerian figures show real output 
growth of 1.8 percent in 1987 and 4 percent last year, 
independent estimates point to growth of only | percent 
last year and an output fall of 4.5 percent in 1987. 
Agriculture’s share of GDP [gross domestic product] has 
risen appreciably to 30 percent from 25 percent five 
years ago, while non-oil exports have quadrupled—in 
Naira terms—reaching N1.7bn last year. 


To date, structural adjustment has done nothing for 
investment which languishes at 8 percent of GDP, well 
below the 15 percent average for the 1980s. Growth is 
not going to reach the modest 4 percent annual target for 
the first half of the 1990s, unless the investment ratio 
doubles, which in turn will depend largely upon devel- 
opments in the energy sector and the Government's 
attempts to attract investment,. 
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Unemployment figures [passage illegible] number of 
jobless increased only slightly to 5.1 percent of the 
workforce in March last year. But this is difficult to 
reconcile with falling per capita incomes, the shake-out 
in manufacturing industry and a 3 percent annual growth 
rate of the labour force. However, large numbers of 
retrenched urban workers appear to have returned to 
agriculture; a disquieting feature is the 31 percent unem- 
ployment rate among school-leavers. 


Having come so far, it would be little short of a disaster 
if the ambitious Nigerian programme, in which interna- 
tional agencies have invested so much effort and pres- 
tige, were to fail. Not only is Nigeria one of the World 
Bank’s top borrowers with loans totalling $4.7bn, but 
failure in Nigeria would demoralise the Bank and other 
western donors for whom successful structural adjust- 
ment in Africa has proved so elusive a goal. 


Furthermore, much has already been achieved with the 
establishment of a new economic order, the sweeping 
away of import and force controls, the shift of resources 
into agriculture and domestic resource-based manufac- 
turing, the growth—albeit exaggerated by Naira-based 
export figures—in non-oil exports and the deregulation 
of the financial system. 


In January this year, the first public share offer was 
launched to privatise Nigeria Flour Mills while, if cur- 
rent targets are met, some $650m worth of promissory 
note debt will have been converted into new equity 
investment in Nigerian through the debt-conversion 


programme. 


But these longer-run structural objectives will only be 
realised if the Government can overcome the present 
attack of adjustment fatigue evident in weak and vacillat- 
ing demand management, procrastination over unpopular 
policy measures and vain Canute-like efforts to maintain a 
“realistic” politically-determined exchange rate in defi- 
ance of market forces. 


Senegal 


IMF Approves Loan for Structural Adjustment 
AB2203111389 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 21 Mar 89 


{Summary] On 20 March, the International Monetary 
Fund approved the disbursement of a loan to finance the 
second phase of the ongoing structural adjustment pro- 
gram in Senegal. The loan, involving an amount of 12 
billion CFA francs, will be reimbursed over (712 years) 
and attract an interest of (72.1) percent. 


* Problems Marketing Peanuts in Casamance 
34190130 Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 10 Jan 89 p 3 


[Article by Moussa Sadio: “Peasants Still Waiting”) 


[Text] This year’s peanut crop is not getting to market as 
quickly as it should in southern Senegal. Not only did 
marketing get off to a late start (2 January) because the 
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majority of producers were busy harvesting other crops, 
but some middlemen, notably the rural cooperatives, are 
not yet ready to take the peanuts. 


In the Ziguinchor region, most of the storage areas have 
not yet been prepared or cleared. This explains the low 
purchase rate there (8 percent or 50.129 tonnes), com- 
pared to the Kolda region (65 percent or 5,847.23 
tonnes). In one week, 5,897.359 tonnes were purchased 
for 412,815,130 CFA francs. 


In the Kolda region, where a harvest of 93,200 tonnes 
has been forecast, only 61 out of 80 rural cooperatives 
and 44 out of 80 OPS [Senegalese Produce Office] 
stations met the criteria for receiving their initial financ- 
ing. The situation is quite different in Ziguinchor, where 
Oulampane was the only one of 31 rural cooperatives 
that was ready to take peanuts as of 2 January. As for the 
OPS locations, only 3 of the 20 in the region were 
operational by that date. This situation needs to be 
corrected by sensitizing producers, so that purchases will 
reach the projected level of 19,620 tonnes. 


Nevertheless, all indications are that progress is gradu- 
ally being made toward reaching the marketing goals for 
this harvest. 


In Kolda, credits in the amount of 883,750,000 CFA 
francs have been available since 8 January. The financ- 
ing involves 79 rural cooperatives (those from Manga- 
roungou, the other cooperative being tied up in a lead- 
ership contest) and all the OPS collection points. 


At the regional level in Ziguinchor, 137,550,000 CFA 
francs have been made available to 21 rural cooperatives 
and 17 OPS branches as of the second week of the 
marketing campaign. 


SONACOS [National Oil Products Marketing Company 
of Senegal] is calling up capital for a third financing 
tranche of 1,143.45 million CFA francs. The Ziguinchor 
region will get 78.50 million CFA francs, and the Kolda 
region 1.0654 billion. This leads one to believe that this 
year we need not fear a recurrence of past breakdowns in 
financing. Everything seems to be organized to avoid 
such a situation, according to Mr Mamadou Diop, 
deputy chief of marketing promotion in Ziguinchor. 


Considering that regional authorities have always been 
faced with operational delays due to early arrival of the 
rainy season in this southern part of Senegal, the new 
financing effort promises success in the marketing pro- 
gram this year. 


It should be noted that as of 5 January, the [peanut-oil] 
factory has received 447.80 tonnes. Abatements 
recorded at the SONACOS receiving center have come 


to 551 kg or 0.12 percent. 
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Togo 


Eyadema Receives Bank Official, Senegal Envoy 
AB0903204389 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 9 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] Two foreign officials visited the presidential 
palace this morning. They were the director general of 
Ecobanx, Mr (David Hansel), and the secretary general 
of the Inter-African Socialist and Democratic [IASD}, 
Mr Sadek Fayala. The first official received by the RPT 
[Rally of the Togolese People] founding chairman and 
president of the republic, General Gnassingbe Eyadema, 
was Mr (David Hansel). Following the meeting, Mr 
(Hansel) said they discussed the activities of Ecobank, 
where there have been rapid and interesting develop- 
ments. He also said he briefed the head of state on the 
forthcoming establishment of Ecobank branches in Nige- 
ria, Ivory Coast, and Ghana. [passage omitted] 


The second audience granted by the RPT founding 
chairman was to IASD Secretary General Sadek Fayala, 
who came to deliver a message from the Senegalese head 
of state, Mr Abdou Diouf, the IASD current chairman. 
According to Mr Sadek Fayala, the message concerns 
preparations for the IASD conference in July in Lome. 
He said he reported to the president on the progress of 
the preparations of the conference documents. [passage 
omitted] 


It should be noted that Foreign Minister Yaovi Adodo 
attended the last meeting. 


Ex-Justice Minister in ‘Chaotic’ Court Scene 
AB 1603175989 London BBC in English 1615 GMT 
16 Mar 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The trial of Togo’s long serving former justice 
minister, Kpotivi Lacle, resumed in Lome today. Mr 
Lacle was mysteriously sacked by President Eyadema, 
but then it was revealed that he was to be charged with a 
massive fraud involving lottery tickets. But the court 
hearing today was chaotic, to say the least. From Lome, 
Eboh Godwin telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Mr Lacle, Togo’s 
longest serving minister and regarded in the past as 
number two man in the country, faces criminal charges 
of conspiring with four others to defraud the Togo 
National Lotteries of about 15 million French francs [as 
heard] through the falsification of Lotto winning tickets. 
At exactly 7:30 this morning, the Court of Appeal and its 
vicinity were so thickly overcrowded that there was 
hardly any elbow room to (?maneuver some space). 
When Mr Lacle appeared in his Mercedes Benz car, the 
restless crowd grew wild, shouting unprintables at the 
top of their voices and demanding that justice should be 
done. Inside the court, the public mood was so tense and 
emotion so high that it soon became apparent that the 
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court could not continue with proceedings. At one stage, 
the crowd outside became so uncontrollable that one of 
the main doors of the courtroom was broken down. The 
presiding judge had no alternative but to adjourn the 
trial until another date was fixed. 


Mr Lacle was later whisked away by security. It is not 
immediately known whether in the light of today’s 
developments it would be prudent to continue the trial in 
public, unless tight security measures are taken. From 
the look of things, the government of President Eyadema 
does not want to interfere with proceedings of courts and 
both Togo radio and television have maintained a cau- 
tious silence on the affair. [end recording] 


Eyadema Attends Closing of Military Maneuvers 
AB1903072289 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 18 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] The Kologona II military maneuvers, which 
began on 13 March in Golfe Prefecture, ended this 
morning in the savanna region with the final assault, 
followed by a military and civilian parade. The founding 
chairman of the Rally of the Togolese People [RPT] and 
president of the Republic, General Gnassingbe Eya- 
dema, who is also minister of defense and chief of staff of 
the Togolese Armed Forces, was present at the cere- 
mony. The head of state attended the closing ceremony 
with the Burkinabe minister of defense and commander 
in chief of Burkina Faso’s People’s Armed Forces High 
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Command, Major Jean-Baptiste Boukary Lengani, who 
was there as an observer and a representative of the 
Burkinabe head of state, Captain Blaise Compaore. 


Before the start of the major military parade marking the 
end of the Kologona II military maneuvers, the Burki- 
nabe and Togolese national anthems were played. Pres- 
ident Eyadema then decorated 12 officials of the 


savanna region. [passage omitted] 


The decoration ceremony was followed by two speeches. 
The first one was made by the RPT regional commis- 
sioner and prefect of Tone, Mr (Adjo Assogba), who 
welcomed all the officials. The second one was by the 
minister of interior and security and deputy chief of staff 
of the Togolese Armed Forces, Brigadier General Mawu- 
liklimi Ameyi. He said he was delighted to see the 
minister of defense and commander in chief of the 
Burkinabe Armed Forces attend the Kologona II maneu- 
vers with Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema, the chief of staff of 
the Togolese Armed Forces. According to Gen Ameyi, 
his presence shows the determination of Presidents Eya- 
dema and Compaore to see our two peoples work hand 
in hand for the welfare of our respective peoples. Refer- 
ring to the II maneuvers, he emphasized that 
like those of 1978 which were held in the region, they 
enabled the Togolese Armed Forces to prove equal to the 
heavy and sacred task bestowed on them, that is, the 
defense of the achievements and integrity of modern 


Togo. [passage omitted] 
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